Chapter 1: Mark 1 - The Way Prepared for Yahweh (Family Edition)
Mark opens with a declaration from the prophet Isaiah:
________________________________________
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.’” (Isaiah 40:3)
________________________________________
Notice that the word “LORD” is written in all capital letters. That’s not a typo. When you see that in your Bible, it means the name Yahweh—the personal name of God in the Hebrew language.
It’s the name God gave Moses at the burning bush when He said, “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14-15).
Now see how Mark applies this to Jesus:
________________________________________
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for Him.’” (Mark 1:3)
________________________________________
John the Baptist is preparing the way for Jesus, yet Isaiah says this path is prepared for Yahweh.
Mark is making an unmistakable claim: Jesus is Yahweh in human form, the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.
Isaiah 40:3 foretold the coming of Yahweh Himself—the covenant God drawing near to redeem His people.
Mark shows that this promise is fulfilled in Jesus.
The one whose path John prepares is not just a messenger from God but God Himself, coming to rescue and restore.
Mark’s use of Isaiah 40:3 is more than a quotation—it’s commentary showing that Isaiah was always pointing to Jesus.
Even John the Baptist recognized something extraordinary about Jesus.
________________________________________
“I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8; Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16)
________________________________________
John’s baptism was with water for the remission of sins, but Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Only God can pour out His Spirit.
This is another revelation of Jesus’s divine identity—that God's presence and power would come through Him.
The same Jesus who is Yahweh in human form calls His disciples to follow Him.
And He is the One who fills His followers with His Spirit.
Isaiah said, “Prepare the way of the Lord,” and later Jesus said, “I am the way” (John 14:6).
Jesus doesn’t just walk the way—He is the way to salvation, truth, and life.
Reflection & Discussion:
What is “the way of the Lord,” and how does Jesus reveal it?
How do Isaiah 40:3 and Mark 1:3 show that Jesus is Yahweh—God revealed among us?
Has Jesus called you to be His disciple?
Has He filled you with His Spirit?
Prayer Declaration:
Jesus, You are Yahweh—the great I AM who walks among us. You are the way, the truth, and the life. Fill me with Your Spirit and lead me in Your way.
