Untangled 2 — Is the Bible Still Legit?
Untangled Bumper

Let’s Pray Together

Church, before we dive into today’s
message, | want to pause and acknowledge
the heaviness many of us feel. This past
week, our nation witnessed the murder of
Iryna Zarutska, the refugee who was
stabbed on a train and yet another act of
political violence with the assassination of
Charlie Kirk. Regardless of where you stand
politically, moments like this are tragic. They
remind us that hatred, division, and
violence are not just headlines - they’re
wounds in our nation.

Scripture tells us in Romans 12:21: “Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.”

That means as followers of Jesus, we are
not just reactors - we are peacemakers. We



are not just commentators - we are light in
dark times.

So before anything else, let’s pray:

Welcome back to Redemption Church.
My name is Chris Fluitt and we are in week
2 of our Untangled series.

Last week we asked the question, Can [ still
trust the church? This week we’re asking a
different but equally important question: Is
the Bible still legit?

A few months ago, we did a series called
Asking for a Friend. The very first question
we tackled was Can | trust the Bible? And in
that message, we dug into things like
ancient manuscripts, historical accuracy,
and how the Bible has been preserved more
reliably than any other book in human
history.



That’s important, and if you missed it, you
can go back and watch it at
www.RedemptionPlano.com

(http://bit.ly/4gsEP5I)

But today, | want to go a step further.
Because here’s the truth: You can believe
the Bible is authentic, accurate, and
historically reliable, and still leave it closed
on your shelf.

The real question many of us wrestle with
isn’t just, “Can | trust that the Bible is true?”
but “Does it even matter in my life right
now?”

Is this ancient book still relevant in 20257



http://www.redemptionplano.com/
http://bit.ly/4gsEP5I

- Not weekly. Not even monthly.
Just a handful of times in a whole year.

. And a growing number, -

That’s the world we live in. Scripture is
drifting further from the center of our
culture.

But let’s bring it closer to home. Here we
are, way past the midpoint of the year. The
year’s drawing to a close faster than we
think. So let me ask you - how’s your Bible
reading plan going?



Have you been actively opening Scripture -
reading it, talking about it in your Connect
Group - or if you’re honest, have you been
missing a lot?

We’'re sitting in church right now, but some
of us haven’t cracked open a Bible this past
week. That’s not to shame you - it’s to be
real.

And that leaves us with the real question:

Let’s be honest about this issue.




. Isn’t it more about rules than about
relevance?

Those are real questions.

And here’s the thing - we’re not here to win
a theological debate or score points on
social media. The point isn’t to argue
people into faith. The point is to find truth
that gives life meaning. And we believe
you’ll find that meaning when you look in
the Word of God.

1. Isn’t it full of contradictions?

Matthew 27:5 (NIV): “So Judas threw the
money into the temple and left. Then he
went away and hanged himself.”

Acts 1:18 (NIV): “With the payment he
received for his wickedness, Judas bought a
field; there he fell headlong, his body burst
open and all his intestines spilled out.”



At first glance, these sound like different
stories. But really, they’re two vantage
points of the same event. Judas hanged
himself in a field, and later, when his body
fell or decayed, it burst open.

It’s not two competing truths - it’s two
perspectives of the one truth.

Another example used in a contradiction
argument is the resurrection:

Matthew 28:2-3, 5 (NIV): “..an angel of the
Lord came down... The angel said to the
women, ‘Do not be afraid, for | know that
you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified.”

John 20:12 (NIV): “IMary] saw two angels in
white, seated where Jesus’ body had been,
one at the head and the other at the foot.”

Matthew describes one angel. John
describes two. If there were two, there was



also one. Matthew focused on the angel
who spoke, John recorded both.

Let’s be honest - if you're reading these
stories, you may notice some variation, but
it doesn’t really feel like contradiction. The
idea of “contradiction” usually comes from
people trying to forge an argument rather
than find the truth. And when we use
Scripture as ammunition for arguments,
we’re not using it properly.

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV): “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.”

Notice - it says Scripture is useful. But if we
twist it into arguments, we’re misusing it.
Scripture isn’t given to fuel debates - it’s
given to form lives. It’s meant to equip us,
not divide us.



So hear me: Don'tjustbelieve the Bible:

Because the Bible isn’t a weapon to win
arguments - it’s a tool to build lives.

Nearl a third of Americans see the Bible as
just a book of legends, myths, or outdated
history. And maybe you’ve thought the
same - How can words written thousands of
years ago possibly matter for my life right
now?

Here’s what’s worth noticing: _

This idea is not from Rome or Greece,
where people were discarded if they




weren’t useful. That comes from
Genesis 1:27, where it says we are
made in the image of God.

. The concept of justice & equality - the
foundation of modern law in the West -
flows straight out of the Old Testament
and the teachings of Jesus.

. Even movements that reshaped history,
like... The abolition of slavery, were
fueled by Christians who pointed back
to Scripture
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave
nor free, male nor female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28).

So rather than being irrelevant, the Bible
actually shaped the very world we live in.

But it’s more than history - it still speaks to
today’s struggles.

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV): “For the word of God is
alive and active. Sharper than any double-
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edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

If it were just ancient history, it would be
static. But the Bible says it is alive and
active. It cuts right into the heart of what
we’re facing right now.

. Anxiety? Jesus said in Matthew 6:27:
“Can any one of you by worrying add a
single hour to your life?” Worry doesn’t
solve your problem, it just drains you.
Instead, Jesus points us to a better
answer: trust your Father in heaven.
Anxiety shrinks when we put our future
in His hands.

Relationships? Many of today’s
counseling practices - ideas like conflict
resolution, forgiveness, and setting
healthy boundaries - are pulled straight
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from the teachings of Jesus and the
apostles.

Identity and purpose? A lot of
leadership writings today emphasize
discovering your unique design and
calling. That idea didn’t start with
modern psychology - it started with
Scripture. (Ephesians 2:10).

And let’s be real - the world is freaking out
right now. We just had a political
assassination, and people are worried it’s
going to spiral into more political violence.
Everybody’s got arguments about gun
control. Everybody’s got arguments about
who’s right and who’s wrong.

You know what? I’'ve got one verse in the
Bible that would answer all of this - if we
actually lived it. It’s not even an obscure
verse. It’s one Jesus quoted straight out of
the Old Testament:
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Matthew 22:39 (NIV): “Love your neighbor
as yourself.”

What would the world look like if we took
this verse from this “ancient” text and
started to live it in the year 20257

This is why we look to Scripture - but it’s
more than looking to it. We have to live it.

What if every Christian started living this
verse out this week? What would our
nation look like? What would our
neighborhoods look like? What would Plano
look like?

That’s not ancient and irrelevant. That's
alive and transformative.

3. Isn’t it more about rules than relevance?

A lot of people think the Bible is nothing
more than a big list of rules - don’t do this,
don’t do that. And if that’s all you see, it can
feel restrictive and irrelevant.
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But here’s the truth: God doesn’t give us
commands to crush us - He gives us
commands to free us.

Think about guardrails on a highway. At first
glance, they look like limits. But the
guardrails aren’t there to ruin your drive -
they’re there to keep you alive. They don’t
take away your freedom - they protect your
freedom to keep moving forward.

That’s how the Bible works. Its commands
aren’t about robbing you of joy - they’re
about keeping you from destruction. They
don’t just say “don’t”; they point you
toward a better life.

John 10:10 (NIV): “The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; | have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Jesus didn’t come to hand you a longer
rulebook. He came to bring you life - real,
abundant, overflowing life.

14



James 1:25 (NIV): “But whoever looks
intently into the perfect law that gives
freedom, and continues in it - not forgetting
what they have heard, but doing it - they
will be blessed in what they do.”

James calls God’s Word a “law that gives
freedom.” That doesn’t sound irrelevant.
That sounds like the very thing our world is
starving for - freedom from anxiety, from
shame, from chaos, from emptiness.

So if you see the Bible as just a rulebook,
you’re missing the point. It’s not about
restriction - it’s about direction. It’s not
about rules - it’s about life.

Big Picture

Luke 24:27 (NIV): “Beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.”
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And the answer is twofold: the Bible is
about Jesus, and the Bible is about you.

It’s about who Jesus is - God’s Son, Savior,
Redeemer.

And it’s about what Jesus can do in you -
how His grace changes your life, how His
Spirit gives you strength, how His Word
shapes your story.

The Bible isn’t just a book of rules. It’s the
living Word that points us to Jesus and
shows us who we can become in Him.

The Bible is not just a rulebook. It’s a story
of redemption - His story and your story
coming together. And when you read it with
Jesus at the center, everything changes.
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So if the Bible isn’t full of contradictions... if
it isn’t just an ancient book... if it isn’t just
rules... then what do we do with it?

Here’s the real test: Will you let the Bible
stay words on a page, or will you let it
become life in your heart? Because the
Bible doesn’t change us if it stays closed. It
changes us when we open it, when we hear
it, when we live it.

1. Reopen the Bible with fresh eyes. Don’t

read it like an old history textbook.

Read it like a living conversation with
God

2. He’s
the thread that ties it all together.
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3. Put it into practice. The power of
Scripture isn’t just in reading - it’s in
living it.

This week - don’t just scroll Instagram when
you’re anxious. Open Matthew 6 and hear
Jesus say, “Do not worry about your life.”
Don’t just Google relationship advice - open

Ephesians 5 and learn how Christ loves His
church.

And here’s something we’re putting
together as a value add: a simple guide you
can take home. It’s a list of common
struggles and emotions - things like anxiety,
loneliness, anger, confusion - and for each
one it points you to a Scripture to read and
a prayer to pray. It’s like a map: If you’re
feeling this... go here in God’s Word.

We’ll make that available as a resource for
you - so you’re never left wondering where
to turn when life hits you hard.
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Musicians

Imagine if we became a community where
people didn’t just believe the Bible is true
but actually lived like it mattered.

. Our marriages would look different.
. Our workplaces would look different.
. Our city would look different.

Plano doesn’t need more Bible facts - it
needs people who embody Bible truth.

More than information - we need
transformation.

The Bible isn’t just legit because it’s old and
preserved. It’s legit because it still speaks.
And when we listen, we untangle the mess
of life with the wisdom of God.

Three Legit Actions
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1._ Don’t let the Bible collect

dust. Open it - even for five minutes a
day - and invite God to speak.

2. Livelone Verse this week: Pick just one

verse that stood out today - like “Love
your neighbor as yourself” - and
practice it every day this week. Don’t
just read it, live it.

3. Respond right now in worship and
- We don’t just want to talk about
the Bible - we want to let God’s Word
shape us in this moment. As we move
into a time of worship, open your
heart. Pray, “God, show me Jesus on
every page of Your Word, and teach me
to live it out.”
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