Outline
Mark Twain – the 2 most important days in a person’s life are… 1 the day they are born. 2 The day they discover WHY.

Why God made you.  
Look within…  you didn’t make you.
Look beside you… they are as broken as you.
Look to the creator

Talk to the creator or read the owners manual. 

[bookmark: _Hlk98241918]Ephesians 1:11-12 (NIV) 11 In him we were also chosen,[e] having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
[bookmark: _Hlk98242172]Ephesians 1:11-12 (MESSAGE) It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.
Colossians 1:16

God has long range plans for your life… You will spend more time on the other side of life
Why didn’t God start with you in heaven… you aren’t ready for heaven.  This life is prep work.

5 purposes/callings

1 God planned me for His pleasure
[bookmark: _Hlk98244272]God IS love
Not needs… but want
Rev 4:11b created for pleasure
Psalm 149:4
God smiles when you are you being you…  Not just religious
Parents watch their kids sleep…
Eph 1:4   Focus of God’s love
Not nature… not animals.. you
God has given humans the ability to love God back.  Worship

What is the most important commandment?  Love God
Hosea 6:6  I want your love. I want you to know me
I want to know you better and love you more – Rick Warren

1 to know and love God
1 Tim 6:21 TLB 21 Some of these people have missed the most important thing in life—they don’t know God.

Matt 6:23 people who don’t know God are always worrying


2 God formed me for His Family 

Eph 1:5 NLT  God wants you in His family

Your spiritual family will outlast your physical family
1 Peter 1:3 Members of God’s family

Everyone is created by God… Not everyone is a child of God

1 Tim 3:15 the fam is the church

2 Learn to love others

Love real people… not ideal people

Romans 12:5 We all need each other

3 God created me to become like Christ

Who you are is more important that what you do.
You don’t take your business, your house to heaven… the person you become goes to heaven.
Romans 8:29 become like Jesus
Colossians 1:15 God’s original purpose
In God’s image… not a God, but love like God, serve like God, Godly in character and wisdom
WHY?  To make you more like Jesus
More interested in character than comfort

Joy in the middle of grief
Patience in the middle of chaos/waiting
Prayer is not a vending machine… bad stuff comes out of vending achines… good character comes from God
2 Cor 3:18 more like him
Trials temptation make us more like him
Every problem has a purpose
3 Grow up spiritually 
Mark 4:17 shallow soil  GROW IN DEPTH

4 SHAPED TO SERVE GOD
Psalm 139:13
Spiritual gift (what you are good at)
Heart (what you are passionate about)
Ability 
Personality (morning people & night people)
Experiences 

Eph 2:10 made to do good works
Ministry is doing good works.  You are in the ministry

This broken world still has cool things… imagine the cool things in an unbroken heaven

Serve God by serving other people
Cup of water
Done to the least of these done unto me

1 Peter 4:10 help eachother pass on blessing

4 Serve God by Serving Others
Serving the undeserving
Ashley Smith & Brian Nichols 2015 movie CAPTIVE… I may lose my life, but I will serve this man

Acts 20:24 complete the task or life is worthless aimless

There is more than the good life… made for the better life
2 Cor 5:15  MESSAGE better life
Psalm 34:8 message  open your eyes

Matt 11:28-30 message
Acts 10:35






