 

Let’s Act
Dec 31, 2023

2023 review
Great Sermon Series – Do you remember
Visions at the first of 2023.
Seconds Series – 
Deep Fake – 
Long Story Short - 
High points
Baptisms, Healings, Miracles

We certainly had some memory making parties and enjoyed great food and fun

We worked in a food bank and exhausted ourselves having a good time while helping out.

Connect Groups – were busy throughout the year. We saw people come back to the Lord and we prayed with a lot of hurting people.  We saw healings of cancer 

Missions.  We have been very active in Missions, helping to build a half-way house in Belarus, Christmas in Maykop, Summer camps where many were discipled and baptized. 
Praying for Jerusalem and the Hattabaughs in Lebanon.  Building church buildings in Cuba. 
Next Steps:

2024 brings a lot of promise: a clean slate; I can and will accomplish great things for Christ, this year.  
Maybe your thoughts on the subject are a little more mundane: I will do better than before; I will survive.
Some of us feel we have the tiger by the tail and we are in control of so much – we can accomplish it all.
Others feel they have the tiger by the tail and it is about to devour them – they are not sure they can accomplish anything, at all.
No matter where you fall of that spectrum, 2024 is here, knocking at the door and we all must answer and let it in.

Hopes are up; celebrations await; Resolutions abound.
But I believe we need more than a resolution; we need a plan and an agreement.

We need to support one another in our collective endeavor and above all, we must include Jesus Christ first and foremost in our New Year Plans.
We haven’t always done this.  

In the past, we have rushed to the doctor without consulting the pastor for prayer, or even talking to the Lord about our alarm, or symptoms.
We have said we will pray, but we could have prayed right there on the spot.

Have you made Jesus the center of your joy?
God wants us, as His children, to reach out to one another and to believe Him for all things.





Let’s Have a Great New Year
Galatians 4:4-7 “When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba Father!” Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 
We have time coming forth – 2024 (Our timetable is this year: the next 365 days. I believe it is a leap-year. We get an extra day.)
Another version says, “At just the right time…” God sent His son.

Has your heart ever cried out, “Abba Father?”  
A more likely phrase today might be, “Jesus, I need you!”; “Jesus, I worship you.”
This scripture speaks of the Spirit of Jesus Christ coming into human hearts and crying out from within, “Abba Father.”

This is what Jesus wants to do within you.  He wants to give you the praise.  He wants to BE your praise.  True praise comes from Him as He rules and reigns in your hearts.

Perhaps you have been told justification is all that matters. His forgiveness is “just as if I” had never done it.  
It is True, but many people heard that message and decided to hang their entire Christian walk on that one peg.  
That’s like saying, “God, You do everything. I’m just going to sit back and enjoy.”
Friend, there so much more to this profession of Christ than being justified in all our actions.  
We have the Spirit of the Son of God being sent forth into our hearts if we call out, “You are my Father”
We should allow Christ to bring an end to our slavery; our walk on the dark side; and we should receive His great light of a brand-new day.
He wants to give us victory that will carry us through our days of distress; and any future days of testing and trial.

Someone in our church will experience their very 1st year of life, this year, for the fullness of time will have come to them for that experience.
Someone in our church body will call out to God and receive that Spirit of adoption into Jesus’ precious family.
Somone in our church will receive the healing they need by believing on the very name of Jesus Christ.
Someone will receive the Holy Ghost, speaking in a language they do not understand.  They will be born into a Spiritual Man and made a Son of God by adoption.
Many Christians look on God’s use of tongues as mysterious and they avoid any mention of the experience.  Whole denominations have set themselves against it.

Many who have never experienced such wonder have said it doesn’t happen anymore.
But I want to tell you there is nothing mysterious about it. It is very easy to receive Gods Spirit. 





Let me tell you how to receive the Holy Ghost

If I lift my arms unto God; He takes them over and anoints them to be praise unto Himself.  If I move my feet in praise to him; He will bless them with His Spirit and anoint them to dance in praise to Him
The tongue is the unruliest member of the body and no man can tame it. (James 3:8)

But God can tame the tongue.
God has made a way to use that unruly member and to cleanse it and anoint it for His purpose.
We offer it unto God through repentance and faith. 
You must repent and believe… that is all that is required.
Empty your heart of falsehoods and idolatries.  Make Jesus you king and then believe you will receive…and you will
You must make sound without words of your own, and they will sound foolish, but the miracle comes from God as He fills your heart and soul with His Holy Spirit to overflowing.  
You will have allowed him access to your tongue and demonstrated a lack of false pride.  You don’t care what any one thinks.  
He takes that submissive spirit and gives you freedom you never thought possible.
It is a language to pray in and to rejoice in and He will lift you up and encourage you in every way.




We are all looking toward a fullness of time for our miracles, our goals and even our dreams to come to pass.

Someone in our church family will finally realize, this year, they are not slaves to sin, or to the world, or to others.  They will realize they are full sons by adoption and all they have to do is call on God and He will answer.  They don’t need to entertain fears and deny themselves happiness.
Through the power of the Holy Ghost, they will do exploits for Christ.
It is the plan of God to perform it.

  You may have gone through things no one else has had to endure. 
Through the power of the Holy Ghost, you will be able to use your trials to disciple others toward their fulfillment in Christ.

These statements are all prophetic in nature, through Jesus Christ we know they are true and they will come to pass.

Musicians
God, through the voice of our pastor, has asked me to speak to you today. 
I want you to hear that statement and begin to apply that law of the Spirit to your own walk with God.
You have said you believe Jesus is the Son of God.
You have said Jesus died on a cross for your sins and that His blood saves us all.
You have said The Holy Spirit lives in your heart, since you believed.

Now believe the corollary:
God has sent all of us to do a work for Him in Plano, Texas!
He has raised up a young minister to lead us in performing our work.
Even though it seems humble and small in this setting; it is still the handiwork of God and it is mightily anointed.
The minister stands as a candlestick in the midst of the congregation, whenever He preaches.
He is in the place to become an oracle of God. He stands before God for the things he says to you, singularly and collectively.  Some things he might say are of himself, in fun, in instruction, in friendship.  But know some of his words will come forth from God and we must hear them, with reverence. (It is God’s plan, this foolishness of preaching)
I Cor 1:21 (NIV) – “… the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.”

I Cor 1:21 (MSG) “Since the world in all its fancy wisdom never had a clue when it came to knowing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the world considered stupid – preaching, of all things! -
If the minister says come forth and let me pray for you. He means God wants to perform a miracle in your life.
 How then, will we tell God no, not today.

We must do better at Expecting Miracles!
We must do better at testifying of the great things God has done.
Expecting is believing.  If we look with expectation, we will see His Hand at work.
 Eph 4:11-12 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
The beauty of a non-denominational church is that we may not all instantly agree, but God will bring us into a unity of the faith as we grow up in Him.  






 




