Trash 3 – Trash by comparison
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is the coolest thing that you have ever won/received as a gift?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
What in our lives is trash? What would happen if we got rid of some of those things?  In week 1, we talked about a lowly servant girl who got rid of her trash to serve God Q- How did she do that?  Last week, we talked about a great commander from the story who put aside his trash and was healed.  Q- Who was that and what was his trash?
For week three, we will focus on the most spiritually noticeable of all of the characters- the prophet Elisha. Q- What is a prophet?  
A prophet is someone who is used by God to communicate His message to the world.  Old Testament prophets were spiritually important to their nation and fiercely devoted to their God.  Prophets had difficult lives and were often seen as targets by the political regimes that God called them to speak out against.  Elisha had been the disciple and attendant of Elijah, another famous prophet and character in the Bible.  In this story, Elisha is available and he doesn’t want anyone’s trash.
Q- We talked about Naaman last week.  What was wrong with Naaman? 
Naaman was the commander of the armies of Aram and full-time leper that stars in our “Trash” series.  His leprosy had brought him to Israel looking for healing.  When he goes to the king of Israel for help, the king is frustrated.  Elisha hears of the frustration and has the king send Naaman to him.  In this way, Elisha is aware and available of his surroundings. 
Q- Has anyone experienced a situation in life where they were available and helped someone just by being there?  Tell us about it. 
Elisha responds to the problem and is available, because he knows that God has his back.  Think about it, if you knew that a successful pagan general from your northern, godless enemies was in town looking for a cure for his terrible disease, you would probably run!  Yet, Elisha is brave and says “send him to me.”

Elisha instructs Naaman to “go, wash himself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”  Q- What happens next? (Naaman begrudgingly accepts, does it, and is healed!)
When Naaman comes back, after being healed, he is so happy!  He proclaims  “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.”  And he takes all the stuff…. ten talents (750 pounds) of silver, six thousand shekels of gold (150 pounds) and ten sets of clothing and offers it to Elisha.
Q- What does Elisha do? (He refuses the gift)  Q- Why do you think Elisha did this?  
That’s crazy!  Most of us, if we were Elisha, would try to say “Look!  Here is God’s reward for doing what he instructed! We rich!!!”  But, not Elisha…he refused it.  Earthen rewards were trash to him.  And focusing on riches can be trash for us too.  We all know that focus on material possessions and fast-lane lifestyles are trash.  By refusing the trash, Elisha helps Naaman to receive something much better.  Had Elisha taken the gifts, it might seem like a “payment for services rendered” kind of thing, but Elisha models God for Naaman in a big way.  He doesn’t care about his trash, he cares about the man and he cares about his God.  Because of Elisha, Naaman pledges himself to the Lord.  Isn’t one changed life worth more than an absolutely crazy amount of gold and some nice clothes?  Elisha didn’t take the trash and therefore remained pure and available for the Lord.
Q- What does Philippians 3:8 have to say about Trash & true value? 

We need to put worldly gain where it belongs and keep spiritual things in the forefront. Naaman offered good things, but in comparison to God, they are trash.  We need place our value on God and count other things as trash in comparison.
What about us?  Look around.  What trashy things is the world throwing at us?  What is trying to steal our focus and make us unavailable to The Lord? Do you value God more than riches? Is God all the reward you need? Have you been focusing on things that are trash in comparison to Christ?
{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- We should be focusing on God’s plan for us and our friends, while avoiding the trash. Fast from something that you may be too focused on and give that focus to God!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Philippians 3:8 I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
2 Kings 5:8-9 (NIV)

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house.

2 Kings 5:15-17 (NIV)

15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.”
16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused.
17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the Lord.

VISION- We should be focusing on God’s plan for us and our friends, while avoiding the trash. Fast from something that you may be too focused on and give that focus to God!
