Trash 2 – Pride is Trash
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something that you are very good at?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
What in our lives is trash? What would happen if we got rid of some of those things?  Last week, we talked about a lowly servant girl who ditched the resentment (her trash) that she may have had for her captors to help a great general of an enemy nation find healing.  Tonight, we go to the other side of the spectrum of success and talk about this great commander, Naaman.

Sometimes our success or power can secretly be trash. Q- How can power or success be trash to us? (They can make pride).  Pride is an enormous source of trash in our lives!  It breeds contempt for others in our hearts and greed in our desires.  Carrying pride with us is like carrying trash with us.  Pride can completely alienate us from the reality of our situation.  This is the case for Naaman, because while he is strong in battle and political standing in his kingdom, at base level…he is a man and he is a leper. 
Q- What is leprosy? (Web MD says “A chronic, curable (now) infectious disease mainly causing skin lesions and nerve damage.)
It’s curable now, but leprosy was no joke in Biblical times.  Some people even say that although it was an affliction, translated as leprosy, it might have been worse than what we have today.  People who had it, often lived terrible and painful lives, segregated from others as medical science had not caught up with it yet.  I am not even sure how Naaman was able to interact with others, but in this story, he is a commander of the army.  Through an amazing circumstance, Naaman gets a chance to be healed.  We talked about this last week. 
Q- Who tipped Naaman off as to where to get healed? (The Servant Girl) 
The servant girl tells Naaman to go to Israel, so the prophet can heal him.  Naaman goes and gets permission from the king of Aram, who gives Naaman a bunch of stuff (spoiler alert: it might be trash, but we’ll talk about that later) and writes a letter to the king, hopefully ensuring his commander’s healing.  As a powerful person, Naaman seeks out the king of Israel, but the king doesn’t know what to do.  Even though the king has political power, he doesn’t have healing power.  However, Elisha the prophet does.  Elisha instructs the king to send Naaman to him.  So Naaman gets his whole entourage together and brings them to Elisha’s house.  What happens next surprises Naaman.

Q- What happens next? (Elisha sends his servant to give Naaman super easy instructions)
Elisha doesn’t even meet with Naaman at first.  He just tells Naaman to go wash.  That’s a bit insulting.  Naaman gets angry because he was expecting something more grandiose, but after talking to his servants, concedes to do it and what do you know?!  After washing, he comes out with the skin of a young boy.  Naaman set his pride down and when he had taken steps towards humility, God sent healing his way!

Next thing you know, Naaman is at Elisha’s house thanking him.  He tries to give Elisha all of the stuff, but Elisha didn’t want Naaman to give him anything, he just wanted Naaman to get rid of his trash.  By laying down his pride, Naaman completed the exercise and came up clean of his trash and honoring God with real devotion.  Naaman exchanged trash for healing and pride for peace, which is what Elisha tells him to go in.
Q- Tell us about a time that you laid down your pride.  What were you given in return? (PUSH FOR TRANSPARENCY/PARTICIPATION)
We all hold trash in our lives, whether we create it or it is given to us.  It is when we respond to truth, seek God’s power and put this trash down that we are given healing, peace and purpose.
What about us?  What are we holding on to?  What trash is in our lives?  If we put it down, what could God bless us with? Is your pride standing in the way of your healing?
{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- We should be looking for God’s power daily and trying to take out our trash. Consciously agree with the Lord to lay down something that you’re holding on to and when He blesses you, testify to a Connect Group friend.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

2 Kings 5:1 (NIV)
Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
2 Kings 5:9-11 (NIV)

9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”
11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy”
2 Kings 5:14 (NIV)
14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

2 Kings 5:19 (NIV)

19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.
VISION- We should be ready to share truth with those around us no matter the circumstance. We should be looking for God’s power daily and trying to take out our trash. Consciously agree with the Lord to lay down something that you’re holding on to and when He blesses you, testify to a Connect Group friend.
