Teach Us to Pray – 7 In Jesus Name – Power & Promise ONLINE
GOAL:
ICEBREAKER:  Have you ever thought about changing your name?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “Teach us to pray.” We have discussed the praise-worthy opening, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  We discussed the priority of, “Your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. We saw Jesus taught us to ask daily for God’s provision. We received Jesus’ instruction to receive forgiveness and pardon others. We have prayed the prayer of protection, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” We learned how Jesus closes his prayer with a parade of “for Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
Praise, priority, provision, pardon, protection, and parade. Jesus presents a powerful lesson on prayer, but He was not done teaching about prayer. Later in His ministry, as Jesus was nearing the final stage of His earthly ministry, He taught his disciples to pray in His name. This is why you often hear prayers ended with the words, “In Jesus name.”
Q- Why didn’t Jesus teach this “ask in my name” concept earlier when asked, “Lord teach us to pray?” Why do you think Jesus taught this later rather than earlier? 
We aren’t actually told why He waited. So, we will have to take an educated guess. In Luke 11 and Matthew 6 it appears Jesus was with his outer circle. He had his 12 disciples present, but He also had many more disciples and even a mass of curious people who were still undecided about who Jesus was.  It is likely that the Matthew 6 rendition of the Lord’s prayer takes place during the sermon on the mount. A huge crowd of people were present listening to Jesus, and all of them were at different levels of revelation concerning Jesus’ identity. 
Now fast forward to John 14 and we see Jesus with His inner circle of 12. This was after they had a revelation that Jesus was more than a good teacher. It could be that the teaching of praying/asking in Jesus’ name requires a revelation of who Jesus is.  Q- What do you think of that?
Let’s talk about who Jesus is. Jesus is the only perfect sinless person. Jesus is the Messiah, God’s only begotten son who takes away the sins of the world. Jesus is also God incarnate. That carpenter from Nazareth is the creator of the world. Jesus is the one who conquered death, hell, and the grave. Jesus is the one who condemned sin. Jesus is the victorious one. This is who Jesus is, and He told us to ask and pray in His name.
Q- What is so great about the name of Jesus? Is this name special?
The name of Jesus is “the name above every other” - Philippians 2. The name of Jesus is the only saving name – Acts 4. We are instructed to do everything in Jesus’ name – Colossians 3. Scripture lifts up the name of Jesus and His followers should lift up His name. His name is more than physical syllables formed on the tongue. His name is attached to His identity, much like your name is attached to your identity.  Ever try cashing a check or receiving a loan without signing your name? Your name represents all the authority of your personhood, and the name of Jesus likewise represents all the authority of God’s personhood.
Q- So is saying “in Jesus name” like a magic phrase to get what you want in prayer? Help us understand…

His name is not cheap magic, used to bend the forces of nature and get what you want. And yet, calling His name is super-natural. Being able to form the syllables that form his name is not where the power is. Having a relationship with the one named Jesus and invoking his power and authority, that is where the power is.  Just like your name holds the power to authorize a check, His name can authorize your prayer. 
This is NOT to say you can pray contrary to God’s will but ask in Jesus’ name and receive your answered prayer. However, when your prayer is aligned with the will of Jesus, you are invited to ask in His name, and in John 14:14 Jesus says “I will do it!”  Q- Tell us about a time you used the name of Jesus and saw powerful results.

Internal Question- Will you pray in the powerful name of Jesus? Do you honor & invoke His name enough? Have you perhaps been misusing His name like a magic phrase to get what you want? Will you instead align your prayer with WHO Jesus is and call on the authority that is in His name? Lord Jesus we are glad to know your name. We pray in Jesus’ name. {PRAY}

Vision – Jesus taught us to pray in his powerful name. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Luke 11:1-4(NIV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
Matthew 6:13(NIV) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

John 14:13-14(NIV) 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Philippians 2:9-11(NIV)9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Acts 4:12(NIV)12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”

Vision – Jesus taught us to pray in his powerful name. 
