Teach Us to Pray – 6 For thine is the Kingdom - Parade
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you are proud of and like to display.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “Teach us to pray.” We have discussed the praise-worthy opening, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  We discussed the priority of, “Your Kingdom come, and Your will be done.” Last week Jesus taught us to ask daily for God’s provision. We received Jesus’ instruction to receive forgiveness and to pardon others. We have prayed the prayer to protect, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Now let us see how Jesus closes his prayer with, “For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
This final phrase carries a little controversy because it does not appear in all the ancient manuscripts of Matthew 6. In many manuscripts the prayer ends with, “And deliver us from evil.” Many scholars feel that this phrase, “For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever Amen” is a hymnic addition to facilitate a worshipful reading of the passage. Q- Without breaking into an argument, what do you think of this information?
Our purpose is not to argue or debate thousand-year-old manuscripts, but to learn the lesson of prayer. We understand that every Word of God is true (Proverbs 30:5), so let’s start with this question. Q- What is true about the phrase, “For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”  Is there anything untrue?
Q- If the phrase “For Yours is the kingdom…” was taken out, how would Jesus’ prayer end? (“And deliver us from the evil one.”) 

We want to recommend to you that you end your prayers not with a focus on the enemy and temptation, but to focus the end of your prayer back to the one we praised in the beginning of the prayer. We began with, “Our Father in Heaven” and it is God honoring to bring that same focus to the close of our prayer.

We have just prayed for all the needs in our lives. We have praised God, made his Kingdom our priority, asked provision, asked, and given pardon, and received protection. Now as we close our time of prayer, we parade all of God’s goodness.  Like a visible marching parade that draws a crowd to line a city’s streets, let Christ’s kingdom, Christ’s power, and Christ’s glory be seen of all people. 

Consider this.  We don’t just ask God to answer our prayer, we want the world to see God answer our prayer. We want to be able to point and say, “See! This is God’s kingdom, power, and glory.” We do not want to parade our own goodness, but God’s goodness. We don’t want to parade our church denomination; we want to parade God’s kingdom. We don’t want to parade our power or glory, but present Christ so all people would behold the power and glory of our Father in Heaven.
Q- What if we were more concerned with God being seen, than our receiving? Would that change our attitude in prayer?

“For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” Q- what does “Amen” mean?

Amen is a Hebrew word of affirmation and agreement. It is often understood as, “Let it be so.” In prayer we are not attempting to obtain mere desires, but we are aligning our lives with God. The ‘amen’ is not affirming that we need stuff, but affirming God’s kingdom, power, and glory forever. 
Prayer that does not affirm or agree with God’s kingdom, power, and glory is prayer that falls short of the teaching of Jesus. As we pray together let us remember to “amen,”  affirm, agree, and align our lives with God. 

Internal Question- Will you pray more? And when you pray will you focus your prayer on God’s kingdom, power, and glory? Do you desire to parade God’s goodness? Lord, teach us to pray. We need to pray more, and we need to pray with the focus you taught us. Lord we affirm, agree, and align our life with yours. Amen. Let it be so. {PRAY}

Vision – When you pray, parade God’s kingdom, power, and glory. Let all people see our God’s goodness.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 11:1-4(NIV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
Matthew 6:13(NIV) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Vision – When you pray, parade God’s kingdom, power, and glory. Let all people see our God’s goodness.

