Teach Us to Pray – 5 Lead us not into Temptation: Protection
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name your most tempting food that is bad for your diet. 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “Teach us to pray.” We have discussed the opening of prayer, the praise-worthy opening, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  We discussed the priority of, “Your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. Jesus taught us to ask daily for God’s provision. We received Jesus’ instruction to receive forgiveness and pardon others in prayer. Now let us learn from Jesus as he prays “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”
Q- What is temptation? Why do you think Jesus includes this in His prayer? 
The prayer “lead us not into temptation” has some controversy. Q- Compare the phrase to James 1:13 and tell us what you think.
James 1:13 is clear that God does not tempt us. This naturally causes us to wonder why Jesus would pray that God would NOT lead us into temptation. What is clear is that Jesus is praying 2 important words to God – LEAD US. We should pray that God would lead us.  Q- What are some areas we might need God to lead us?
Every area of our life is an opportunity to be led by God. The prayer to God for guidance should always be in our prayer. When Jesus says “Lead us not into temptation,” He is pray that God would lead us away from temptation. Let’s talk about temptation for a moment. Q- What is temptation?  Q- Is there a difference between temptation & sin?
Scripture is clear that temptation is not sin. For example: Hebrews 4:15 says Jesus was “tempted in every way, just as we are—yet HE did not sin.” Jesus was tempted but never sinned. Temptation is not the same as sinning, but it is the doorway to sin. Jesus doesn’t pray “Lead me away from sin” but instead “Lead me away from temptation.” This is His lesson for us. We should not sin, and we shouldn’t even hang around the temptation to sin. 

Pay attention to this order in His prayer. Jesus prays forgiveness of sin and then prays that God would lead us away from the temptation to sin. We need this in our prayer life. Father forgive me and lead me away from temptation.
Then Jesus prays “but deliver us from the evil one.” Q- Who is this evil one? 
Of course we think of the devil. Let’s remember that this Jesus who teaches us to pray deliverance from the evil one, had also faced the evil one and defeated him with the Word of God. Even though Jesus had soundly defeated the evil one, Jesus prays deliverance from the evil one.

We aren’t wrong to think of that old lying snake, the devil, when we read “evil one.” However that same word for evil is often applied to us in scripture. Scripture says our words are evil, our deeds are evil, our hearts are evil… As much as we may not rejoice at this truth.  The evil we may need deliverance from is our own selves. Q- What do you think?

Jesus prays “lead us from temptation” then prays “deliver us from evil.” Temptation and evil is closer than we may think. We need God to both LEAD US and DELIVER US.  The word Jesus uses for deliver means RESCUE. 

If you have been trying to live for God for more than 10 seconds, you have probably felt helpless against temptation and sin. You have likely felt the lame loser feeling of returning to the Lord yet again to ask for forgiveness of the same habit. We hate feeling helpless, yet Jesus teaches us to pray as though we are helpless and in need of rescue from evil. Prayer is for weak people like you and me. Prayer is for those who can’t rescue themselves. Confessing this weakness is powerful! Q- Tell us about a time God lead you away from temptation & delivered you from evil.
Internal Question- Lord teach us to pray. Likely, we have been too comfortable with temptation. Lord I pray “Lead us away from temptation.” Lord we have been to comfortable around evil. Lord I pray “Rescue us from evil.” Lord help us to change the way we pray and to change the way we live. Lead us and rescue us Lord Jesus.{PRAY}

Vision – Pray protection from temptation and evil. “God rescue me” should be a part of your prayer.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 11:1-4(NIV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
Matthew 6:13(NIV) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one
James 1:13(NIV) When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;
Vision – Pray protection from temptation and evil. “God rescue me” should be a part of your prayer.
