Teach Us to Pray – 4 Forgive us as We Forgive: Pardon
GOALS
ICEBREAKER:  Name something that is hard to forgive…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “Teach us to pray.” We have discussed the opening of prayer, the praise-worthy opening, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  We discussed the priority of, “Your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. Last week Jesus taught us to ask daily for God’s provision. Now, Jesus’ prayer lesson continues with pardoning us as we pray “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.”
Jesus teaches us to ask for God to forgive our sins. Q- What does it mean to be forgiven? Can we explain this?  

Q- What about sin?  We need to understand what we are being forgiven of. Can we explain what sin is? 
Psalm 103:12 says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” Forgiveness is when God removes sin from us.  He removes sin so far that it is no longer seen. When God forgives, that sin is gone for good!  And the word for sin is the Greek word “Hamartia” (Ham-Are-Tee-Ah) and it means to “miss the target.” If you were aiming for the bullseye of a target and missed it, even if you only missed by a little bit, that would be hamartia.  This is the idea for sin.  When we miss the target of God’s perfect & holy law it is sin.

Q- Who is a sinner? Can someone help us with a scripture? (Rom 3:23)(Everyone other than Jesus Christ is a sinner)
We are all sinners who have missed the bullseye of God’s glory. Jesus who never sinned teaches us to pray “Forgive us our sins.” Within this short phrase is the lesson that we must confess our sins. Q- Why is it important to confess your sins? (1 John 1:9-10)
God will forgive any sin that you confess.  However, God will not forgive unconfessed sin. It is so important to confess you are sinner and bring your sins to God in prayer. This is a good time to bring up Repentance. Q- Share with us what repentance is. (Turning from sin to God.  It involves confessing sin in prayer) Q- Can anyone testify to the power of repentance?  

In prayer, we should confess our sins and ask God to forgive us, but Jesus goes 1 step further. At the same time Jesus teaches us to ask forgiveness, Jesus also teaches us to forgive others. This might be the least followed part of Jesus’ teaching on prayer. Q- Do you agree or disagree? Why? Q- Is it hard to forgive?
Some people have difficulty asking for forgiveness.  Some people have difficulty forgiving others. Jesus expects us to receive and give forgiveness. If you have difficulty asking for forgiveness, you should pray about it. If you have difficulty forgiving, you should pray about it. Jesus knew we needed this prayer lesson.

It is likely that we could do better at receiving forgiveness and giving forgiveness in our prayer life.  Q- Can you be transparent and share with us which you have trouble with and why? Is it harder to forgive or be forgiven? 
Thank you for being transparent. We want to remind everyone that what we share here stays here. No Gossip!

We should pray often, and when we pray, we should include forgiveness. Our faith should increase and bring us peace as we realize we are forgiven, and as we “cover a multitude of sins” with love. (1 Peter 4:8) 
Q- What does it feel like to be forgiven?  Q- What does it feel like to forgive?
The Lord has taught us to pray forgiveness. So let us do just that, together. [Lead a prayer of repentance and extend forgiveness to others]
Internal Question- Lord teach us to pray. Help us include forgiveness in our prayer life. Jesus, help us have a heart like yours. Give us a heart that is quick to repent and forgive. Thank you Lord for forgiving our sins. Lord we forgive those who have sinned against us.  {PRAY}

Vision – Pray forgiveness. Confess your sin and receive forgiveness; then also forgive others.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Luke 11:1-4(NIV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
Psalm 103:12(NIV) As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Romans 3:23(NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
1 John 1:9-10(NIV) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
Vision – Pray forgiveness. Confess your sin and receive forgiveness; then also forgive others.

