Teach Us to Pray – 3 Daily Bread Provision
GOALS
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us one thing you are thankful for.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “Teach us to pray.” We have discussed the opening of prayer, the praise-worthy opening, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  Last week we discussed the priority of, “Your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. Jesus’ prayer lesson continues with, “Give us each day our daily bread.”
This is the first time in His prayer that Jesus personally asks for something. Until now we have been focused on praising God’s name and seeing God’s Kingdom and His Will as a priority.  And this is only right. Prayer, except perhaps emergency prayer like, “I need help this minute, someone is dying,” other than emergency, prayer should begin by focusing on God, His Name and Kingdom. Prayer should focus on God more than on we ourselves.
Q- Is it possible that our prayers lose proper focus? How so? Q- Do you think many people just use prayer to ask for stuff? Why is that?
It is all too easy for prayer to be used as a tool for personal gain. “Lord give me a brand new, Tesla convertible. Preferably red.” Some may only pray when they desperately need something. “Lord I have tried everything else, and now I am really desperate; I need you to help me.”

Jesus teaches us to focus completely on God and in that focus to ask for God’s provision. When we focus on God as Father, then we can ask God to provide for us as our Father.  When we focus on God’s Kingdom will, then we can ask God’s Kingdom will to be provided. This is what Jesus teaches us.  Jesus asks for daily bread within a God focus. 
Q- Should we be afraid of asking God to provide for us? (No)

Jesus also teaches us to ask God directly for provision. The point here is to have the correct God centered focus as we ask.  The point is to not simply ask for stuff and then turn around and leave God once we have received.  It is wrong to only ask for provision in prayer.  It is also wrong to never ask for provision in prayer.  Jesus teaches us all of this in the short phrase “Give us this day our daily bread.” 

Q- Is Jesus teaching us to only pray for bread? What is daily bread? (Manna/Bread in the Wilderness) 

The subject of bread comes up a lot in your Bible. In the Old Testament book of Exodus, we are told about a daily bread that God gave the Israelites called Manna. This manna was for physical provision. Jesus is using this daily bread to teach us to pray for our physical needs. Your daily bread may be food, money, health, or a spiritual breakthrough. Whatever you need you can ask God for it.

The “daily” is interesting. The manna was only good for the day it was given. Q- What would happen to manna beyond the day it was given? Q- What is God teaching us through this?
Manna would ruin past the day it was given.  The exception for this was the day before Sabbath manna came at a double portion and lasted for the day and through the following sabbath day. All manna given had a shelf-life and would mold past it’s appointed time. This taught God’s children to depend daily on God’s provision. Jesus teaches us to pray just like this. We should pray daily. We should seek God’s provision for today.  We should come back and pray tomorrow.
Q- How powerful is the request “GIVE” in the prayer of Jesus. 
We are not earning His provision.  We are not begging for His provision.  We are asking our Father to provide and believing we will receive it TODAY.

Internal Question- Lord teach us to pray. Help us to have Your focus in our prayer. Help us to not just pray for stuff, but to seek first a praise for God and the Kingdom of God. Lord, give us each day our daily bread. We need your provision.  We believe you care for us and will give us everything we need today. {PRAY}

Vision – Give us each day our daily bread. We have a Father who provides for us every day.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Luke 11:1-3(NKJV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
Vision – Give us each day our daily bread. We have a Father who provides for us every day.

