Teach Us to Pray - 2 Your Kingdom Come
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  If you could vacation in any nation, which would you choose? 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
They asked the Lord “teach us to pray.” Last week we discussed the opening of Jesus’ prayer lesson, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.”  Jesus’ prayer lesson continues – “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

Q- What is this kingdom Jesus is talking about? Q- Describe this kingdom. Where is this kingdom?
The most prevalent teaching topic of Jesus is “the kingdom.” When teaching through parables, Jesus would start “The Kingdom of God is like…” Jesus tells Nicodemus to be born again to enter the kingdom of God. The disciples kept asking Jesus when He would establish His kingdom. Old Testament prophets told us the messiah would be a king with a kingdom. The teaching of the kingdom is prevalent in your Bible, but is the Kingdom prevalent in your prayers?
Jesus wants us to pray that the Father’s kingdom would come. Q- Why should we want God’s Kingdom to come? What would be the benefit? (Romans 14:17 lists some benefits – Righteousness, Peace, & Joy in the Holy Spirit)
If we aren’t careful, our prayers might seek for us to set up our own kingdom where we rule on the job, in popularity, and with a new Tesla. Our prayers are often self-centered, but Jesus teaches us a different approach.  Jesus makes his prayers ‘God focused’. God’s kingdom and His will should take priority in our prayer and in our daily life.
Ultimately, this is better for us than receiving all our self-centered desires. God’s kingdom is better than your kingdom. God’s will is better for you than your will. Q- Do you have trouble believing this? Q- Do we have trouble living this out? 
Jesus prays, “Your kingdom come.”  And then Jesus says, “Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” It is easy for us to believe the will of God to be done in Heaven. It is sometimes hard for us to believe the will of God can be done on Earth. For example, we probably all believe everyone in heaven is healed.  It is God’s will for there to be no sickness in Heaven. Yet we may struggle in praying for healing on Earth. Q- What do you think about this? 

The will of God is something we struggle with at times. There are times where God’s will is mysterious. We have all prayed “God what do you want me to do?” There are times where God’s will is painful. Jesus Himself, prayed a painful prayer and submitted to the Father’s will. There are times where God’s will is for us to stand still, and other times where His will is for us to go. There are yet other times where His will is obvious – Yes, He does want you to forgive them. Yes, He does want you to serve others. Yes He does want you to draw closer to Him. 
As complicated as the Will of God can be, in a single sentence Jesus makes it all seem simple. Jesus prays that the will of Heaven would come to Earth. Jesus would have us think this way when we pray. PICTURE HEAVEN AS YOU PRAY. It is God’s will for Earth to be overcome with Heaven. 

Prayer is not a spiritual guessing game where we hope we prayed the right thing.  Prayer is aligning your will with God’s will.  Prayer is aligning your kingdom with God’s Kingdom. Prayer is aligning Earth with Heaven. Prayer is a lot like a chiropractor. Pray should cause some cracks and pops as our disjointed life conforms to align with Jesus and His Kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy.
You have heard the phrase “prayer changes things,” but we offer you this thought – “Prayer changes you.” When we pray as Jesus taught, it brings us into His Kingdom & will.
Internal Question- Lord teach us to pray. Lord let Your Kingdom come. Lord let Your will be done. Lord we picture Heaven, and we ask that it would become the reality of Earth. Continue to teach us to pray.  Continue to bring us in alignment with you Jesus.  {PRAY}

Vision – We pray Your Kingdom come. We picture heaven as we pray.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 11:1-2(NKJV) Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Romans 14:17(NIV) For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
Luke 17:20-21 (NIV) Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.”
Vision – We pray Your Kingdom come. We picture heaven as we pray.

