In a Word 5 - Truth
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Guess how many times the words “truth” or “true” appear in the Bible? (Answer in lesson)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
The Bible has a lot of words in it. The King James Version Bible uses the word truth 224 times and the word true 77 times. Together that is 301 times the word truth or true appear. We believe every word of scripture is true and inspired by God, but we also admit some words can be confusing and a source of argument. The subject of truth can be just like this. 
Truth is an easy concept to understand. Q- Quickly define the word TRUTH.
We can easily agree on the definition of truth. Truth is actual, factual, and reality. Christians all agree that the Bible, God’s Word, is true BUT do all Christians agree on the truth within the Bible? We will answer this for you... NO! The reason there are so many denominations is because we lack agreement on what in God’s Word is true. The subject of what is true can be very complicated. So, let’s seek to simplify truth together.
Q- Re-read John 8:31-32 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
Jesus says to hold to his teachings and really be his disciple, then you will know the truth. According to Jesus, if you want the truth, you need to know His teachings. As we study the teachings of Jesus we find the truth of all scripture. His teachings lead us to know the entire Bible, both old and new testament. This truth will set us free.  However… learning the entire Bible is still a little complicated. Maybe we can simplify further?
Q- Re-read John 1:14 & 17 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
Jesus is the Word come to us in the flesh, and He is FULL of grace and truth. We can correctly say that your Bible (the Word of God) is filled with Truth, but we can also say that Jesus Christ (the Word of God) is FULL of Truth. The Bible and Jesus do not have different versions of the truth, but they are filled with the one same truth! 
Q- Re-read John 14:6 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
Jesus teaches the Truth. Jesus is filled with Truth. Now hear this – Jesus IS THE TRUTH. This sure simplifies the Truth for us. We can read a book of the Bible and learn the Truth within, but you can actually have a relationship with the Truth. Knowing Jesus is knowing Truth. 
Truth is more than a word, Truth has a name – Jesus. Having trouble understanding what is true? Compare it to Jesus Himself. Biblical Truth is not about learning facts and information in the Bible but coming into a relationship with Jesus. We aren’t seeking some lost secret truth, we are seeking Truth personified in Jesus. This is how we know the TRUTH, and Jesus the Truth sets us free.
Internal Question- Lord forgive us for arguing over our version of the truth. Jesus you are the Truth. The more we know you, the more we know what is True. Jesus, we want to know you more. Reveal yourself to us. Fill us with the truth of who You are.  {PRAY}

Vision – Truth has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is Truth simplified.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 8:31-32 (NIV) 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 1:14 & 17 (NIV) 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
John 14:6 (NIV) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Vision – Truth has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is Truth simplified.

