In a Word 4 – Promise (ONLINE)
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Guess how many times the words “covenant” and “promise” appear in the Bible? (Answer in lesson)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
The Bible has a lot of words in it. The King James Version Bible uses the word covenant 292 times and the word promise 53 times. Together that is 345 times the word promise, or covenant appear. We believe every word of scripture is true and inspired by God, but we also admit some words can be confusing and a source of argument. The words covenant & promise are such words. Q- Is Covenant an easy word to understand? Q-How can we define the word covenant?
The word covenant can mean testament. That ought to sound familiar, because your Bible is organized with a new testament and an old testament. Covenant can also mean alliance, pact, arrangement, agreement, or even friendship. One simple way to think of covenant is promise. Q- Name some of the promises God has given us in His word?
Q- Re-read Matthew 26:27-28 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
Jesus handed a cup of wine to his disciples and says “drink.. this is the blood of my covenant.” That very night Jesus would be arrested and the following day he would pour out the blood of his covenant. This teaches us so much. Just as Jesus invited them to partake of his covenant, Jesus also invites us. This covenant, promise, agreement happens through the blood that Jesus shed for us on the cross. When we think of covenant we must think of the blood of Jesus.    
Q- Re-read Acts 2:38-39 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
This takes place after the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. Peter says these words on the day of Pentecost when God’s Holy Spirit was filling the lives of believers. Peter stood up and preached about Jesus and told the crowd what they needed to do. Repent, be baptized in the name of Jesus, and be filled with the Spirit. Then Peter says this promise is FOR YOU… and FOR EVERYONE. God’s covenant promise is not limited by skin color, gender, age, or nationality. This promise is for you!   
Q- Re-read Galatians 8:21-22 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
There are 613 laws in the law of God. If you have ever attempted to read through Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers in your Old Testament, you may understand how complicated the law seems. This scripture teaches us that there is no contradiction between the law and promise. Both the law and the promise have to do with RIGHTEOUSNESS – Right standing with God. 
However only 1 person has every kept the law perfectly – Jesus. Because we have fallen short of God’s righteous law we are “imprisoned under sin.” Jesus, the perfect law keeper, offers us promise through faith… Faith in what?  Faith in Jesus.  Promise is more than a word… promise has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He offers the promise to everyone, and we receive the promise through faith in Him.

Internal Question- We can’t earn the covenant promise of God. We are unrighteous sinners, but Jesus gave his blood for sinners just like us. Do you believe that His promise is for you and for everyone? Repentance, baptism, and receiving the Spirit are promised to those who believe. Jesus you are the promise of God. Jesus you put us in right standing with God.  We receive your promise by faith in you. {PRAY}

Vision – Promise has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is covenant promise simplified.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Matthew 26:27-28 (NIV) 27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Acts 2:38-39 (ESV) 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
Galatians 8:21-22 (ESV) 21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
Vision – Promise has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is covenant promise simplified.

