In a Word 3 – Love (ONLINE)
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Guess how many times the word “love” appears in the Bible? (Answer in lesson)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
The Bible has a lot of words in it. The King James Version Bible uses the word love/loving 474 times. We believe every word of scripture is true and inspired by God, but we also admit some words can be confusing and a source of argument. The word Love is such a word. Q- Is Love an easy word to understand? Is there a large difference between scriptures teaching of love and cultures understanding of love? Talk about it.
Throughout scripture Love is a verb and a command. Q- Name some commands to love from scripture.
(Love God, Love neighbor, Love one another, Love enemies etc)
Love may sound like a simple concept, but when you consider WHO we must to love, HOW we must love, and that our world does not have enough love, it is likely that the subject of love deserves another look. We have selected 3 verses to simplify the word Love.

Q- Re-read 1 John 4:8-10 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
This verse answers the question “WHAT is Love?” and also reveals “WHO is Love?” Love is not flowers and a hallmark card, but God is Love! Love is not the perfect words on a lovely starry night, but Love is God’s Son – Jesus – dying on a cross for us. Jesus’ suffering, bleeding, dying on the cross defines love.  

Q- Re-read John 15:12-14 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
HOW to Love? Jesus commands us to love each other AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. We are supposed to take this self-sacrificial Love found on the cross and love each other with that same self-sacrificial love. Jesus commands us to have that “greater love” that is willing to lay down one’s own self for others. How should we love? Our love should look just like Jesus. 
Q- Re-read Romans 8:37-39 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
His love changes us into conquerors! His love is so strong that nothing can come between us and His love. There is a lot we could study in this one verse, but as we simplify love we want to tell you that love is more than a word.  Love has a name – Jesus.
The love of God is in Christ Jesus our Lord. If we want to understand what and who love is, we look to Jesus, and He shows us.  If we want to know how to love, we look to Jesus, and he demonstrates love perfectly. Want to know if God loves you? The answer is simple when you look at Jesus, the only begotten son of God carrying his cross for you and me. Love has a name, and that name is Jesus.
Internal Question- Jesus teaches us how to love and who to love. Does our love look like Jesus? He commanded us to love each other as He has loved us. Are we following His command of love? Is the love of Jesus showing up in our life? Are you looking to Jesus to simplify your understanding of love? {PRAY}

Vision – Love has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is love simplified.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
1 John 4:8-10 (NIV) 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
John 15:12-14 (NIV) 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command.
Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Vision – Love has a name, and that name is Jesus.  He is love simplified.

