In a Word 2 - Holy
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Guess how many times the word “holy” appears in the Bible? (Answer in lesson)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
The Bible has a lot of words in it. The King James Version Bible uses the word holy/holiness 594 times. We believe every word of scripture is true and inspired by God, but we also admit some words can be confusing and a source of argument. The word Holy is such a word. Q- Is Holy an easy word to understand in scripture? Is Holy a contentious argumentative word in religion? What do you think of the word Holy?
Q- What are somethings in scripture that are called Holy?

God is called Holy throughout scripture. The things of God are called Holy as well, like God’s Word, God’s name, God’s temple, God’s presence, God’s people, and many more. 
Q- What do you think it means for something or someone to be holy?

The word Holy means set apart, sacred, morally pure, and blameless. Holiness could be a complicated subject, but here is a statement that is uncomplicated - God is Holy. God’s word proclaims over and over that God is Holy, Holy, Holy. It gets a little more complex when scripture commands us to be Holy like God. Let us consider how to fulfill God’s command: “Be ye Holy, for I am Holy.” (Leviticus 11:44)

Q- Re-read Ephesians 1:4-5 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
The Holy God has chosen a way for us to be holy and blameless! Although we may not understand how to be holy, God does understand and has formed a plan. God’s Holy plan is Jesus Christ. Only through Jesus can we be made holy, and in Jesus we become part of God’s very own family. This ought to make us feel great!  Jesus is God’s Holy plan… the next verse will help us understand how.
Q- Re-read 1 Peter 1:18-19 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
Q- What are some perishable things our lives might wrongly focus on? (money, popularity, power)

God redeems us, but it is not perishable/corruptible things that God uses to rescue us, but the precious blood of Jesus. The blood of Jesus is more precious, valuable, and costly than all the things our lives wrongly focus upon. And if His blood is precious, then the ones He has given His blood for must also be precious. You are precious in God’s sight.

This blood comes from the precious and perfect lamb who is without blemish or defect. Jesus the lamb is Holy and the next verse really testifies to this… even if the testimony is from a surprising source.

Q- Re-read Mark 1:23-26 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us? (focus on the impure spirit calling Jesus the Holy One)
An impure spirit, a fallen angel, a demon cries out and declares Jesus to be the Holy One. Angels have a front row seat to the holiness of God, and this fallen angel saw the holiness of God in Jesus. 
Holiness is more than a word. Holiness has a name – Jesus. Jesus is the Holy One. We are made Holy in Christ by His precious blood. 

Internal Question- God is Holy and He wants us to be Holy. Are you Holy? Are you focused on perishable things, or on the precious blood of the lamb? Do you know God has chosen you in Christ to be holy and blameless? Jesus is everything good and holy. He is the Holy One!{PRAY}

Vision – Holiness has a name, and that name is Jesus.  His blood redeems.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Ephesians 1:4-5 (NIV) 4 For he(God) chose us in him(CHRIST) before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he(God) predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his(God) pleasure and will—
1 Peter 1:18-19 (NIV) 18 For you know that it was not with perishable(corruptible) things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
Mark 1:23-26 (NIV) 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
Vision – Holiness has a name, and that name is Jesus.  His blood redeems.

