In a Word 1 – Salvation (ONLINE)
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Guess how many words are in the Bible… (answer in the lesson)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
The Bible has a lot of words in it. The King James Version Bible has a word count of 788,280. We believe every word is true and inspired by God, but we also admit some words can be confusing and a source of argument. Over the next few weeks we are going to take some of these words and simplify them.
Tonight’s word is salvation. Q- Is salvation an easy word to understand in scripture? Is salvation a contentious argumentative word in scripture? What do you think?

Surprisingly salvation is a contentious subject. Sadly, what should be a source of unity and joy has left church bodies divided and angry with one another. One of the major reasons there are many church denominations is disagreement over the word salvation. 

Questions like “what must I do to be saved” and “are we predestined,” “once saved always saved,” or “can we lose our salvation” seem to have affected the Church of Jesus in negative ways. Q- Do you think the Church we read about in the Bible faced these questions, or these questions new?

In the book of Acts we find a few places where someone asks the question “how can I be saved?”  In Acts 2 they asked, “What can we do?” after learning they had killed the messiah.  In Acts 16 a Philippian jailer was in a bad situation and asked, “what must I do to be saved?” These answers are to be found in scripture, even concerning a little more involved theological issue like eternal salvation and predestination. 
We are not here to argue or debate salvation, but to simplify the word. There are many scriptures that testify to us, but for this discussion we have selected 3 verses we would like to talk about.

Q- Re-read Acts 4:12 and let’s talk about what it teaches us.  Does this verse simplify anything for us?
It appears that salvation is more than a word.  Peter tells us that salvation has a name, and that name is the name of our savior. In English we say Jesus, in Hebrew they say Yeshua, in Spanish Jesucristo, and Albanian Jezu Krishti. No matter your language or pronunciation, we want you to know Salvation has a name.
Q- Re-read Romans 1:16 and let’s talk about this verse. Does this simplify anything for us? 

Who can be saved? Is it possible for a person like me to make the cut?  It is such “good news” that the gospel of Jesus saves everyone who believes. What came first to the Jews has extended to everyone.

Q- Re-read Hebrews 7:25 and let’s discuss it. Does this verse simplify anything?

When we feel completely lost, we need to remember that Jesus saves completely. Not only does He save, but he also continues to save by always living to intercede for us.
There is so much more we could say, and many more scriptures we could investigate, but what we pray now is that this heavy subject of eternal salvation would come down to a single name. Salvation has a name, and this Jesus has come to save you completely. 
Internal Question- Are you saved? What will you do about this uncertainty? Will you reach out to Jesus and those around you right now in your connect group? Are we unified like we should be about the one who saves? Are we joyful about salvation? Do you have a situation that you need Jesus to come save you from? Do you believe He can save you completely?  Let’s call on His name. Jesus, you are our salvation.  {PRAY}

Vision – Salvation has a name, and that name is Jesus.  Call on that saving name this week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Acts 4:12 (NIV) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.
Romans 1:16 (NIV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
Hebrews 7:25 (NIV) Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
Vision – Salvation has a name, and that name is Jesus.  Call on that saving name this week.

