9 Marks of a Disciple – Apostle
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us a place you would like to go visit.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
Jesus has called us to be his Disciples. A disciple of Jesus has identifiable marks. Here are the 8 marks we have discovered together – 1 a disciple learns at feet of Jesus, 2 is seen with Jesus, 3 holds to the teaching of Jesus, 4 his disciples love one another, 5 they bear much fruit, 6 they prioritize Jesus, 7 each takes up his own cross, and 8 must count the cost. Q- Have any of these discussions impacted you? Quickly share.
Q- Based on our scripture reading, what do you think is the identifiable mark of a disciple in this lesson?

Let’s remember how Jesus called his disciples to follow. They sat at the feet of the master and learned. Day after day his disciples would be found with Jesus, sitting, listening, and learning. But something happens one day that is recorded in Matthew 10. In verse 1 it speaks of the 12 disciples, and in verse 2 they are called another name. Q- What name are they called in verse 2 and what does this mean?  

Apostle means “sent one.” Disciples sit, and apostles are sent. The same 12 that Jesus said “Follow me,” Jesus is now telling these 12 “to go.” This is the mark of a Disciple… If we will sit and learn at the feet of Jesus, our master will stand us up and send us out. Q- What is Jesus sending them to do?
Jesus started this relationship by saying “I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus is sending them to reach people for the kingdom of God. He is sending them to preach the gospel, baptize, and to make disciples.

Disciple, you are called to make other disciples. Disciples who make other disciples. Q- How does that work? Have you ever made a disciple? 

Most Christians today belong to a Church and wear the church merch… bumper stickers that say “follow me to first fill in the blank church,” or shirts and rubber bracelets that have Church logos. There is nothing wrong with attending a church and wearing the merch, BUT Jesus has called us to do more. We are called to be a disciple who makes other disciples. We are supposed to influence others towards Jesus, so that they to may sit at His feet.
Q- HOW does Jesus send his disciples? Pay attention to Matthew 10:1 and tell us HOW does he send us?

WITH AUTHORITY! Jesus gives us His authority to do this work. Authority over evil spirits. Authority over disease and sickness. Jesus empowers His disciples with Holy Spirit Power, and this is HOW we are to make disciples. Disciple do not be bashful or fearful, you have been given the authority of Heaven to do the work of Jesus.

Q- Are there only 12 apostles?

There are those who argue that only the original 12 are the only apostles. Those that argue this usually believe that the age of miracles and gifts of the Spirit have ceased when the last apostle died. It is easy to show that there are more than 12 apostles… Matthias was numbered with apostles in Acts 1:26, Barnabas and Paul are called apostles in Acts 14:14, a WOMAN named Junia is named among the apostles in Romans 16:7. God has more than 12 apostles, and God still calls His disciples to Go. Q- Are you excited or nervous that Jesus would call you to go? Talk about it.
It is at the feet of Jesus where everything changes. At His feet we understand our calling and how much we are loved. Disciples, let us always be found at the feet of the master, and allow Him to send us wherever He wills.

Internal Question- Are you a disciple? Is Jesus sending you as His apostle? Are you a disciple who makes other disciples? Do you need enlarge your view of HOW Jesus might use you? Do you understand that Jesus wants to empower you with His authority to go change the world? {PRAY}

Vision – Disciple, as you spend time at the feet of Jesus you will hear His call to go make disciples. 


We hope you have enjoyed the Disciples series. We worked hard on it and hope it has made a difference in you.
Next Week we have a FELLOWSHIP PARTY to celebrate one another.
In May we are starting a new Connect Group Semester. Please consider being a host and a leader so that we continue to grow as disciples.

Goals
1. Grow in relationship with each other.
2. Grow in relationship with God.
3. Grow in number and multiply!
Matthew 10:1-7 (NIV) 1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;

3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions…
6 Go to the lost sheep of Israel.
7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’

Matthew 28:19 (NIV) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing… 

Mark 16:15 (NIV) 15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
John 20:21 (NIV) 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
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