8 Marks of a Disciple – Count the Cost
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Besides Jesus… Name someone one can always count on.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
Jesus has called us to be his Disciples. A disciple of Jesus has identifiable marks. Here are the 7 marks we have discussed thus far – 1 a disciple learns at feet of Jesus, 2 is seen with Jesus, 3 holds to the teaching of Jesus, 4 his disciples love one another, 5 they bear much fruit, 6 they prioritize Jesus, and 7 each takes up his own cross.
Q- What identifying mark of discipleship is found in our Luke 14 scriptures?

Jesus gives us 2 examples in our reading. Let’s talk about them.
Q- What is Jesus saying about the builder of the tower? What are some of the elements of the story? How can we apply this to our life?
So, you want to build a tower? His disciples are builders in this story. Disciple, before you start to build you should estimate the cost. If you start building and run out of money and are unable to finish, everyone who sees the unfinished project will ridicule both the person who built it and also the project. A disciple who does not finish reflects poorly on Jesus. This building of the tower should remind us of the structure that Jesus references earlier in this chapter, where He says, “the wise man builds his house upon the rock.” Now, Jesus is not questioning the foundation, but the counting of the cost of the construction. Q- Questions or reflections?

Q- What is Jesus saying about the King preparing for war? What are some of the elements of the story? How can we apply this to our own lives?
So, you want to win on the battlefield? His disciples are kings in this story, each having the authority to send an army or a peace delegation. Disciple, before you wage war you should estimate the cost. Are you willing to fight even when you are outnumbered? If not, perhaps you should offer peace negotiations, instead? This story is different from the tower builder because kings have authority over people; their decisions affect people under their leadership. Jesus is calling disciples who will have authority and leadership. They must count the cost before making decisions which affect so many others.
This “war” should remind us of the warfare spoken of in chapter 12, when Jesus warns us about “binding the strong man” and declaring war on spiritual forces.  Sin is a spiritual force. The subtle temptations of the world make up a spiritual force. The devil, himself, is a spiritual force. Disciples, in this story you are a king holding the authority to wage war against spiritual forces. Will you count the cost and lead others into battle, or will you wave a white flag of surrender or retreat? 

Chances are good you are not literally in a tower building project, nor a king contemplating war. Yet, these examples are still given for your benefit. God’s disciples must count the cost. His disciples need to sit down and decide what they are willing to “give up” in pursuit of Jesus’ work. This is a necessary mark of a disciple.

Q- Let’s look at Luke 9:62. What do you think Jesus is talking about here? 
To understand this verse, we must understand the work of a plow. A plow breaks up the soil for planting a crop, and an important rule of plowing is to always keep your plow lines, the furrows, straight. Meandering plow lines waste space and negatively effect the harvest. If you have your hand on the plow, but look back, chances are your plow lines will not be straight. Q- Does this help us understand the verse better? Any new thoughts?
If we are going to be fit for service in His Kingdom, we need not be distracted, nor have our focus unclear, or divided. We need to count the cost of this work and then devote our lives to it. Q- Perhaps we view discipleship as a part time side hustle, and Jesus views it as a full-time dedication. What do you think?  
Internal Question- We are going to take a few moments to sit in silence and think about what God is calling us to do. We need to count the cost… (wait leader and pray when it feels right) Jesus help me to be a disciple that is fit for service in your kingdom. I repent of distraction and half focus. I want to take ahold of the plow and look straight ahead. Jesus you are worth my giving up everything to follow.  {PRAY}

Vision – Take a hold of the work of a disciple and look straight ahead.
We have a new semester of Connect Groups starting in May. We need people to count the cost and serve as leaders and hosts. Is that you? Please reach out to us about this important work. 
Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other.
2. Grow in relationship with God.
3. Grow in number and multiply!
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.
· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.
· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.
· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 14:28-33 (NIV) 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
Luke 9:62 (NIV) Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
Vision – Take a hold of the work of a disciple and look straight ahead.
We have a new semester of Connect Groups starting in May. We need people to count the cost and serve as leaders and hosts. Is that you? Please reach out to us about this important work. 
