6 Marks of a Disciple – Jesus #1 (online)
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your #1 fave show or movie to watch?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
Jesus has called us to be his Disciples. There are identifiable marks of being his disciple. Here are the 5 marks we have discussed thus far – 1 a disciple learns at feet of Jesus, 2 is seen with Jesus, 3 holds to the teaching of Jesus, 4 his disciples love one another, and 5 they bear much fruit.

Tonight, we want to tell you that a disciple of Jesus must HATE his father and mother!? Say what?? Q- What is going on with this scripture? Was Jesus having a bad day when He said this? How do we understand this scripture? 
Jesus sure knows how to throw us a curve ball. The moment you think you have God and His Word all figured out, BOOM, God gives you a scripture that makes you question, search, and pray for the meaning. Dear disciple, we think this is by design. Keep questioning, searching, and praying.
There are 2 ways to interpret this verse, and only one of them can be correct.
The first interpretation is the simple reading of the text: that Jesus actually wants us to hate our fathers, mothers, children, brothers, sisters, and even their own lives.  Q- Why does this seem not to be the correct view? (This is a great opportunity to answer Scripture WITH Scripture)
We need scripture to line up in agreement with other scriptures, and that task seems problematic here. Jesus tells us to honor father and mother, to love our neighbors, enemies, and ourselves. This simply does not line up with a simple reading of Luke 14:26.
The second interpretation is that Jesus is using an ancient Jewish figure of speech that does not translate well into English. When a Hebrew was describing how greatly they loved someone, they would say their love was so great it was almost if they hated everything else by comparison. This is describing preference and priority. A disciple must prioritize Jesus Christ above father, mother, children, brother, sister, and even his own life. Q- Any questions about this?  Q- In what ways might a disciple have to choose Jesus over family? Q- In what ways might a disciple have to choose Jesus over their own life?
The disciples of Jesus were willing to drop their nets and follow Him. The preferred Jesus over their careers. The disciples of Jesus were willing to choose Jesus over their own families, friendships, and their status within the community. These same disciples were even willing to give their lives, if necessary. James was beheaded, Peter was crucified upside down, John was boiled in oil and survived only to be imprisoned on a desert island. The disciples of Jesus chose Jesus Christ over everything.
Q- Is Jesus worth it? What do you think Jesus’ disciples would tell us, right now? Q- Has there ever been a time that you prioritized Jesus above others and yourself? Encourage us…
We are so blessed to live in a culture where we will not likely be imprisoned or beheaded because of our walk with Jesus. Yet the command of Jesus for us to prioritize Him is still a message we need to hear. We need to prioritize Jesus over comfort and materialism. We need to prioritize Jesus over Netflix, Disney+, Xbox, Nintendo, a new car, and a new outfit. Let us be clear, the things we listed are neither evil nor sinful just like the relationships Jesus listed in Luke 14:26. Of course, we need to choose Jesus over sinful things, but we also need to choose Jesus over good things, too. 
Jesus said to seek first the Kingdom of God. It is this first-place priority that marks His disciple. Are you a disciple of Jesus? Do you choose Jesus as your #1 every day? 
Internal Question- Is Jesus your #1? How will you make him your #1, right now? How will you make Hin your #1 daily? Do you believe Jesus is worth it? Will you say “no” to some good things so you can say “yes” to Jesus.  {PRAY}

Vision – Make Jesus your #1 this week.  
EASTER IS COMING! INVITE! Make sharing Jesus a priority.
Goals
1. Grow in relationship with each other.
2. Grow in relationship with God.
3. Grow in number and multiply!
Luke 14:26 (NIV) “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers, and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.
Matthew 5:44 (NIV) But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
Ephesians 6:2 (NIV) “Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise—
Mark 12:31 (NIV) The second (great command) is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
Matthew 6:33 (NIV) But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Vision – Make Jesus your #1 this week.  
EASTER IS COMING! INVITE! Make sharing Jesus a priority.
