2 Marks of a Disciple – With Jesus
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Name something you like to do with friends…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
‘Disciple’ is one of the most frequently used words in the Gospels: Mathew, Mark, Luke, & John. Clearly this is a noun Jesus wants us to understand. A disciple is one who learns at the feet of Jesus. We talked in our last gathering about the position of a disciple at the feet of the master.
Let’s look at our reading in Matthew 26. Q- Can anyone describe the context of what is happening here?
Jesus had been arrested in the night and taken to the home of Caiaphas the high priest. There an illegal trial took place, and many were called to lie about Jesus. The disciple, Peter, had followed Jesus at a distance. He was trying to gain information about what was happening to Jesus, yet remain unnoticed; that might get him arrested.

Peter was trying to avoid being recognized. Q- What do you think are some recognizable marks of a disciple? 
Q- Did Peter succeed in being unrecognized as a disciple?  (No) Q- What gave Peter away?

A servant girl said, “You were also with Jesus.” Peter claimed to not know what she meant; it seemed like a weak comeback. Peter then tried to leave because he had been recognized, but before Peter could escape another servant girl saw him and said, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Peter was identified as a disciple because he had been seen “WITH JESUS.”
You can’t be a disciple if you have never spent time with Jesus. Q- Tell us about a time you were with Jesus? Q- How do you spend time with Jesus? Give us some suggestions.

Disciples are identified by the time they have spent with Jesus. We must do more than profess faith, join a church, or be baptized. We must spend time with Jesus.
In Acts 4, John and Peter testified to religious leaders about Jesus. Q- What does Acts 4:13 reveal about John & Peter?
The Sanhedrin realized that John & Peter were unschooled, ordinary men, but they were astonished, and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. Being WITH JESUS is astonishing & noteworthy. Time spent with Jesus is far better than any school. Being WITH JESUS identifies you WITH JESUS.
We have one other identifier of a disciple we want to share with you tonight. Q- Who was reclining WITH JESUS in Mark 2:15. (tax collectors, sinners, disciples… many followed Jesus)

Imperfect people are welcome to spend time WITH JESUS. Perfection IS NOT an identifier of a disciple. In fact, the disciples in this verse were also sinners who were far from perfect. Many people feel that they can’t be used by Jesus because they aren’t perfect. Q- What can we tell someone who doesn’t feel worthy of being with Jesus?

Right now, you can become a disciple of Jesus Christ. You don’t have to wait until you fix that secret sin problem. Jesus invites you to be with Him today. Many followed Jesus and none of them were perfect. Everyone who follows Jesus has their own set of personal struggles.
Think about that night Jesus was arrested and taken to Caiaphas’ house where many people stood up and coldly lied about their Savior. Of all the lies told about Jesus that night, the worst was told by a disciple in the courtyard. The disciple who had been “with Jesus” lied and said, “I do not know the man.” Peter denied Christ 3 times, yet it was undeniably known he was a follower of Christ, because he had been with Jesus. Perfection is not prerequisite to discipleship.
Internal Question- Are you a disciple of Jesus? Have you spent time with Jesus? Are you currently spending time with Jesus? Can you be readily identified as a disciple? The members of the Sanhedrin were astonished and took note because these ordinary people had been with an extraordinary Lord. Imperfect people are allowed to recline with Jesus.  Right now, you can be at Jesus’ feet, a disciple.  {PRAY}
Vision – Disciples are identifiable because of their time spent with Jesus. Spend time with Jesus this week.

Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other
2. Grow in relationship with God
3. Grow in number and multiply
Matthew 26:69-75(NIV)69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
Acts 4:13 (NIV)Acts 4:13 13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
Mark 2:15(NIV) And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.
Vision – Disciples are identifiable because of their time spent with Jesus. Spend time with Jesus this week.
