1 Marks of a Disciple - Student
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Can you name your first grade teacher?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
Finish this sentence: Jesus and the 12 ________.  If you said “dwarves” you are confusing your stories. The answer we were expecting is DISCIPLES. In all 4 Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John, the word “disciple” is repeated over and over. Q- How many times does the word Disciple appear in the 4 gospels? Give it a guess.
268 times the word Disciple is mentioned in the Gospels. For context, ‘disciple’ is mentioned more in the gospels than the word ‘believe’ (263) is mentioned in the entire new testament. Disciple may be the most repeated word in the Gospels. It must be important for us to understand this word.
Q- What does the word Disciple mean?
Mathētēs (Math-ay-tes) is the Greek word for Disciple. The word means learner, pupil, and student. In the ancient context, the word Disciple should paint the picture of someone learning at the feet of a teacher. They would literally be seated at the feet of the teacher. Look at our scripture in Acts 22, and you will see Paul talk about being a disciple of a Jewish teacher named Gamaliel. It says that he learned AT THE FEET of his teacher.
A Disciple learns at the feet of the teacher. This should be our picture of a disciple, but is it?
Perhaps we view disciple as someone who can quote a lot of scripture or has a seminary degree. Maybe we think disciple means they are perfect and sinless. Others might think disciple means they belong to a church and often attend. Maybe a disciple is one who volunteers at the church service. It is easy for religion to get the wrong idea.
Over the next weeks we are going to be studying what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. For now we have 3 things to learn about being a disciple of Jesus.
Q- Who calls us to be a disciple? Is it a pastor or a Sunday school teacher?  Who makes the invitation to be a disciple of Christ? (CHRIST HIMSELF!) Q- Can we point to anywhere in our scripture where that invitation is made? (Matt 4)
#1 We want you to know it is Jesus Himself who has invited you to know Him and learn of Him. Q- Can anyone tell us of a time you had Jesus invite you to sit at His feet?
Q- What does Matthew 10:24 teach us about the Master and Disciple relationship.
The worlds best disciple of Christ will never rise above Christ. Our position is a place of humility. This also means that every struggle Christ faced, will also confront each of us in some form, because we are not better than our master.
For everyone who feels like they struggle, we say, “Just remain at the feet of the master and keep learning.” #2 We want you to know that disciples should remain humble and always focus upon the master.
Finally we want you to know #3 – Disciples must learn discipline. Discipline might be a correction, or a strong word of rebuke.  Discipline could be learning to organize what was once disorganized and out of control. Disciples of Christ become disciplined. Hebrews 12:7 teaches us that God disciplines us as His own children. God’s discipline is not a senseless beating, rather it is a lesson to teach us a better, more excellent way.
Review: #1 We want you to know it is Jesus Himself who has invited you to know Him and learn of Him. #2 We want you to know that disciples should remain humble and always focus on the master. #3 – Disciples must learn discipline.
Internal Question- Are you a disciple of Jesus? Are you at his feet learning? How will you sit at His feet this week? He has called you to follow him; are you following Him? Are you learning humility? Are you willing to be like Jesus, even in struggle? Are you becoming disciplined? When was the last time you thanked Jesus for calling you his disciple?  {PRAY}
Vision – Disciples learn at the feet of the master. Sit at the feet of Jesus this week.

Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other
2. Grow in relationship with God
3. Grow in number and multiply
Acts 22:3(NKJV) Paul said, “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers’ law…”
Matthew 4:18-19(NIV) 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20At once they left their nets and followed him.
Matthew 10:24(NIV) 24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master.
Matthew 11:28-30(NIV) 28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Hebrews 12:7(NIV) 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father?
Mathētēs (Math-ay-tes) – Greek for Disciple
Vision – Disciples learn at the feet of the master. Sit at the feet of Jesus this week.

