Check Up 1 - Spiritual
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name something you have done that you would consider “great.”
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to Connect Group! Whether this is your first time or hundredth time, we are glad you are here and want God to bless your life. We are talking about game changers. Game Changer is a sports term for a play that changes the momentum and ultimately the outcome of the game. When the game is not going the way the team wants, they need a game changer. We think our lives could use a game changer. Thankfully God’s play book, the Bible, is full of game changing plays.

God’s word tells us that service is a game changer. Q- Do you think that this is perhaps counter intuitive? Wouldn’t it make more sense for being served to be a game changer rather than to serve? Talk about it..   

The law of the jungle is that those who are strong and apply ruthless self-interest will be most successful. Simply put, do anything to eat others or be eaten yourself. ..But mankind is more than animals who eat each other. Unlike the animal kingdom, there is something in the heart of mankind to serve others. There is a desire within us to do more, more than just claim our space and consume our share.  This desire for more often prompts us to serve others.  
Q- How does serving, giving, & caring for others bring blessing into our life? How do you think that works? 
Statistics are clear that people who give, serve, and show gratitude are 50% more happy than those that don’t. Social sciences look for natural reasons for this phenomenon, but Jesus says it is Super-Natural. He proclaims a spiritual law in Luke 6:38 when he says “Give and it will be given… with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” The answer to why service is a game changer goes beyond the natural.
Q- Can you explain what Jesus means in Mark 10? How can serving make you great?

Q- What should we use to serve others? …the answer is in 1 Peter 4.

Every gift you have received should be used to serve others. This makes you a faithful steward of God’s grace.  Let us remember that all the gifts we have received are actually God’s Grace towards us! By properly using these gifts in service we become faithful stewards. We should serve with the strength that God provides, Peter said in verse 11. Are we perhaps only using our Godly given gifts & strengths to only serve ourselves?

Q- Tell us about someone who is a great example giving & serving.

Q- Has serving ever been a game changer for you? Share.

Q- Has God been dealing with you about serving? Share if you can.
God’s Kingdom should be filled with givers! It is easy to amen that.  But Paul addresses something that is not often talked about in Ephesians in 4. God’s Kingdom should not be filled with takers (thieves)… (read the scripture again.)
Q- What are your thoughts on this verse?
We should definitely not steal from others; as the 10 commandments said “Do not steal.” Yet Paul adds a command to “work, doing something useful with your hands.” Let’s be straight forward here. If you can work, if God has given you the strength and ability to work, then you need to work. There is nothing wrong with receiving assistance, but it is wrong to not work when you have been given the ability to do so. 
Taking is not a game changer. If God’s Kingdom were only occupied by takers then very quickly all the resources would be consumed.  Paul is very clear – You need to work so that you can share with those in need. This changes our focus on work.  We work, doing something useful with our hands, so that we can serve others. Service is a game changer, changing our hearts focus.  Those that are in need now and receiving help, they need to work so that they will no longer need that help but instead become able to serve others in need.  
Internal Question- How will you serve this year?  Do you have the right focus on working? Are you doing something useful with your hands so that you can serve? Are you more of a taker than a giver?  How will you change to become great in God’s kingdom?  How will you serve? {PRAY}
VISION- Don’t just talk about it!  DO IT!  Serve in God’s Kingdom. Let us know how to help you.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
1 Peter 4:8-11(niv) 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Mark 10:42-45(niv)42 Jesus called his disciples together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Luke 6:38(niv)Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."
Ephesians 4:28(niv) Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.
VISION- Don’t just talk about it!  DO IT!  Serve in God’s Kingdom. Let us know how to help you.
