5 Marks of a Disciple – Bear Much Fruit
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite fruit?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PAISE
SCRIPTURE READ
Jesus has called us to be his Disciples.  A disciple is one who learns at the feet of Jesus, and he may be identified by the time he spends with Jesus. Last time we gathered we talked about disciples holding to the teaching of Jesus. Let’s learn together.
Q- What does Jesus reveal to be a mark of a disciple in John 13? Q- What is the context of this verse? What is taking place in this chapter?
In John 13, Jesus is celebrating the last supper with His disciples. He has a final Passover meal with those closest to Him.  It is on this night Jesus washes their feet and offers them the communion of bread and wine. It is on this night that Jesus will go to the garden to pray, and He will be arrested and taken from His disciples. In the middle of this busy night, Jesus stops everything and gives them a new command to love.
The mark of a disciple of Jesus is to love. This is very different from the identifiers of the religious. The students of Pharisees showed their discipleship by quoting their teachers. The disciples of Muhammad make sure they pray at a certain time of day. The disciples of Buddha can be found at temples in meditative poses. The disciples of denominations, politics, and philosophy can be found sharpening their arguments for a debate. BUT a disciple of Jesus is unlike any other. Disciples of Jesus are to be known by their love.  
Q- What does it mean to be known by your love?  What do you think that looks like? Help us apply this.

Jesus uses the Greek word “Agape” when He says, “love one another.” Q- Can someone help us understand what “Agape” love means? [Agape means unconditional love] Q- How has Jesus unconditionally loved you? Testify.
Jesus demonstrates unconditional love. Jesus taught us to love our enemies and pray for those who are using us. Jesus gave us an example of this on the cross when He prayed for the very ones who were crucifying Him. When we exhibit an act of unconditional love, we show others that we are His disciples.
At the last supper, Jesus must have surprised His disciples when He said, “A new command I give you.” The word for command here is the same word as law, as in the law and commandments of God. Who other than God could give us a new command? This was a special moment indeed, for it was God in flesh giving a new command. This command is still for us today.
BUT WAIT… What is so new about this command? We already have an Old Testament command to “love our neighbor as we love ourself.” Jesus even quotes this command in the Gospels, so.. Q- how is what Jesus says in John 13:34 new? What do you think?
Notice this difference. Love your neighbor AS YOU HAVE LOVED YOURSELF. Love one another AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. That command in Leviticus is to love others as much as you love yourself. This new command is to love others as much as Jesus loves you. “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Jesus’ new command has a higher standard. This standard is Jesus HIMSELF! Q- What do you think about this new command to love people at the same level as Jesus has loved you?
Disciples are to love at the highest level. The world will identify us as His disciples by our love. Q- Are we really known by the love of Jesus? Is that really what stands out about us?
Internal Question- Are you a disciple of Jesus? Does your love identify you as a disciple? Think about the unconditional love of Jesus that you have received. Jesus has that new command for us, that we love others in that same way Jesus has loved us. Let’s pray that we would be better disciples by loving at the level of our savior.  {PRAY}

Vision – Disciples are known by their love. Love someone towards Jesus this week.

The HATTABAUGHS are with us this Sunday. Come meet some world changers from Beirut, Lebanon. 
Pray about supporting them.

Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other
2. Grow in relationship with God
3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.
· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.
· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.
· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
· What is said in here, stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 13:1-9 (NIV) That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Matthew 13:18-23 (NIV) 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
John 15:5-8 (NIV) 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Vision – Disciples are known by their love. Love someone towards Jesus this week.

The HATTABAUGHS are with us this Sunday. Come meet some world changers from Beirut, Lebanon. 
Pray about supporting them.

