
The great Commission appears 5 times
Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:16-19, Luke 24:47-49, John 20:21-23, Acts 1:8
The first time the great commission is fulfilled is Acts 2!
Acts 2:37-39
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”(AW)
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,(AX) every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.(AY) And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.(AZ) 39 The promise is for you and your children(BA) and for all who are far off(BB)—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

We talked about believing and going, repentance, baptism… now we will talk about the Spirit infilling.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Gospel is an uncomfortable message.
The message includes this truth – You are not enough… you lack something… you are not ok… there is something you need to receive.
There is something God has for all of us that we have not yet received.
Most Christians still need to receive the Spirit.

John 3:3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
John 7:38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”


Acts 1:4 (NIV2011) On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.

Acts 1:8 (NIV2011) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

So they stayed in Jerusalem for the promised gift, the power of the Spirit. Jesus gave them no further directions. And He certainly didn’t describe or prepare them what was about to unfold.

Acts 2:1 (NIV2011) When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.

Acts 2:2 (NIV2011) Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:4 (NIV2011) All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

I want to focus on these verses for a moment. I want to ask some questions and see if we are together understanding what this infilling of the Holy Spirit.

In verse 2 what does scripture say filled the house? A sound… of wind… this entry of the Spirit is just like Jesus described in John 3:8.
John 3:8 (NIV2011) The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

How many of those gathered together were filled with the Spirit? “All of them.”
How did they know they were filled with the Spirit? “They began to speak in other tongues.”
This was certainly new! As we study the rest of the book of Acts we see more believers filled with the Spirit… What accompanies this infilling is not a sound of wind. This sound of wind that Jesus spoke of only occurred in Acts 2. It served its purpose of revealing to the people that they had received what Jesus spoke of, being born again of the Spirit.

Yet as we study the rest of scripture where it describes the moment someone being filled with the Holy Spirit, a sound does accompany that infilling. That sound is speaking in tongues. Acts 10, Acts 11, & Acts 19 for example.

Acts 10:44-46 (NIV2011) While Peter was still speaking these words (The Gospel), the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

One chapter later Peter is back in Jerusalem explaining what had occurred.

Acts 11:15 (NIV2011) “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning.

The Holy Spirit came exactly like it had come on us IN THE BEGINNING. The beginning of what? The beginning of the Church… the first time the Gospel is preached… Acts chapter 2! The first time God did this brand new thing! Now Gentiles, non Jews, are receiving the Spirit in the same way we received Him in the beginning.

How did they know the Gentiles received the Spirit? Acts 10:46 says “for they heard them speak in tongues.” Acts 11:15 says it happened the same way it happened to us in the beginning.

Acts 19:1-3 (NIV2011) While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John’s baptism,” they replied.

This is a powerful verse on water baptism. These disciples had never received the Holy Spirit… Had never heard of the Holy Spirit… They were in need of a Bible study! Fortunately they had a great Bible study teacher in front of them… Paul.

Now Paul wants these disciples to be filled with the Holy Spirit right? Why else bring up the Spirit infilling? But then Paul asks… How were you water baptized? If water baptism is just an empty ritual of the church… why would Paul ask such a thing? SIMPLE – WATER BAPTISM IS NOT AN EMPTY RITUAL OF THE CHURCH.

Acts 19:4-5 (NIV2011) Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

They were baptized how? IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS! Then what happened…?

Acts 19:6 (NIV2011) When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
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