Chapter 4
Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk
Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk is a notable Pan-Africanist faith leader known for her extensive work in the ecumenical movement and Black liberation theology. After graduating from seminary in 1963, Dr. Delk served in various roles including as a Christian educator and parish minister. Her ecumenical and global church leadership roles were significant, especially her work with the United Church Board for Homeland Ministries, where she was the first woman of African descent to hold a national program staff role​.
Challenges:
· Delk faced racial and gender barriers in her work.
· She promoted Black liberation and anti-apartheid activism within a predominantly white religious structure.
· Her advocacy for the Black Manifesto in 1969, which demanded reparations from white churches and synagogues for Black enslavement and discrimination, drew significant attention and was not widely accepted.
· She was ordained, but lacked the call of a congregation.
Impact:
· Dr. Delk's work in the Black Manifesto and her travels to Africa deepened her focus on Black liberation and anti-apartheid activism.
· She contributed to Black ecumenical movements both within and outside of the United Church of Christ.
· Dr. Delk worked with Justice Annie Jiagge and the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, and she later chaired the WCC’s convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation​.
Dr. Mercy Amba Ewudziwa Oduyoye
Dr. Mercy Amba Ewudziwa Oduyoye is another significant Pan-Africanist faith leader known for her scholarly work and leadership within the WCC. She served as the WCC deputy secretary and founded the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians​​.
Challenges:
· Dr. Oduyoye faced gender discrimination and was marginalized as an African women's theologian.
· Worked to ensure that African women’s voices were included and respected in theological discussions and ecumenical forums​.
Impact:
· Dr. Oduyoye's leadership in the WCC and her founding of the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians provided a platform for African women to contribute to theological discourse.
· Her efforts helped shift the focus towards more inclusive and contextually relevant theological education and practice within the ecumenical movement.

Chapter 5
WCC Programme to Combat Racism
The WCC Programme to Combat Racism was established in 1969 but did not initially focus on women subjected to racism. It wasn't until the 1980s that the program began to address the specific challenges faced by women, forming the Women Under Racism sub-programme and the SISTERS Network under the leadership of Dr. Jean Sindab and Ms. Marilia Schuller. 
Women Under Racism Sub-programme and SISTERS Network
These programs focused on the challenges women faced due to sexism and racism. Led by key figures like Dr. Sindab and Rev. Yvonne Delk, the initiatives created strategic spaces for women to engage in leadership, advocacy, and support, contributing significantly to the ecumenical movement by addressing gender and racial inequalities within the church and broader society.
Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians
Founded in 1989 under the leadership of Dr. Mercy Oduyoye and Dr. Brigalia Bam, the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians aimed to address gender inequalities in theology and society. This movement emphasized the development of African feminist theologies, rooted in African culture and religion and the Circle provided a platform for African women theologians to collaborate for gender justice within the church and society​.
Key Learnings – Most issues are NOT solved in one moment as an organization forms. Most issues are not even fully understood in these early moments. The WCC Programme is an example of an organization forming but adapting as they better understand the variety of needs like gender and systemic inequalities.  
As we start new efforts, we must also be watchful and willing to adapt to realized needs.

Chapter 6
Ubuntu
This chapter emphasizes the interconnectivity of humanity, and highlights the importance of communal relationships and justice. She draws on the principles of Ubuntu, which values repairing relationships through deterrence, returning and replacement, apology, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 
Ubuntu emphasizes that justice involves the whole community, and that education draws from various sources, including family, society, environment, and spirituality. 
For Christians, Ubuntu connects with the theological affirmation of God as the life-giving force, the redemptive power of Christ, and the unifying presence of the Holy Spirit.
This concept of relationship repair is effective in both a micro one on one situation, as well as macro large communities.  The Western Church culture is often disconnected, settles for being connected to those who are like us, but is called to be interconnected to the community beyond our walls. Ubuntu is this call for interconnection. 

Bonus Question - How are your learnings impacting your understanding of the church and its work?
These weeks reading “Ahead of Her Time” has focused us on fostering a more inclusive, just, and relationally focused community. These chapters inspire a discipleship approach that is committed to both spiritual and social transformation.
Embracing Ubuntu in Ministry
· Interconnectedness: Teaching us to be interconnected within the congregation and then challenging the Church to be interconnected beyond the congregation – into the community.
· Restorative Justice: Learning about the principles of restorative justice, including deterrence, returning, apology, and reconciliation, reshapes the way the church approaches conflict resolution and healing. 
The example of Pan-African women
· Leadership Development: Bold Pan-African women like Dr. Delk and Dr. Oduyoye reveal the transformation that will occur if we allow diverse voices at the tables of leadership meetings and divinity schools.  We should ask, “How can we foster diverse strategic leadership that bridges generational gaps and yields a new generation of leaders committed to the holistic mission of the Church?”
