About two weeks ago Pastor Brian called me up and said “I’ve got something to ask you. You don’t have to say yes, but sometimes I think the things that scare you are things that you should say yes to…”  In my mind I’m like “Oh Lord, he’s going to ask me to do the children’s moment every week or go house to house inviting people to church or some other 3rd thing that we’ve never talked about that would make nervous.”  As my mind is racing he then says “I’m going to be out of town on May 28th and would like for you to preach that Sunday…” I was not wrong. This was some other 3rd thing that would make me nervous. My immediate reaction was did everybody else say no? But, I know he is right. I can’t say no to opportunities to be used in God’s kingdom even if it’s scary. So here goes.
Our new sermon series that was started last week is called Reconstructing Faith. Pastor Brian started us off with the story of Thomas and how he started out as doubting Thomas but because Jesus stepped in he didn’t end as doubting Thomas.
This week’s scripture is Matthew 14:25-33 
Matthew 14:25-33 (NIV)
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
FEAR is in this story.  These men had just left an amazing time with Jesus helping him miraculously feed more than 5000 people with 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread. They’ve been walking with him; they know him. The last thing Jesus told them was to take the boat to the other side of the lake and he would meet them there. This is where our scripture starts. 
When they looked out over the water and saw Jesus walking towards them what was their first reaction?  “It’s a ghost!!!” They didn’t even say it’s the ghost of Jesus! They just panicked and fear took over – when fear takes over rational thought goes out the window.  None of us are at our best when we’re afraid.
It is during this time where Peter shouts out “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.”  I’m sure his brother Andrew and the rest of the disciples were thinking he must be some kind of crazy to say this. This doesn’t really make sense.  If it is Jesus, He will tell Peter to come, but if it isn’t he won’t? What if this is a ghost who potentially wanted to hurt Peter? What is to stop a ghost from lying and telling Peter to come and watch as he gets out of the boat and drowns in the waves?  It could be that Peter is not thinking clearly, but it could be that Peter has heard Jesus say “come” before and he recognized the offer when he heard it again. I could be that Peter had the revelation that when Jesus shows up everything changes and big things happen. I think this is Peter’s faith working and growing. He knows the wind is strong and waves are big, but at this moment his eyes are on Jesus and he also knows he really needs to walk towards Him.
Just like Peter and the rest of the disciples, we all experience doubts and fears.  At some point we’ve all asked is the bible really the word of God? Is Jesus really the Son of God? Am I really a Christian? (This is one thought that scares lot of people). 
I’ve found in my personal life there is nothing that will cause fear and doubt faster than things that have to do with my kids.  It starts from the moment you see the two lines pop up on the pregnancy test and you begin daydreaming about that new little life you get to bring home.  Sometimes you don’t make far enough in the pregnancy to get to bring that baby home. The doubt comes in that moment and you wonder why? Why did your baby not get to see the world? Why were you even allowed to get pregnant in the first place if you couldn’t bring them home? Then the fear comes in… Is this my fault? What did I do wrong to cause this? Will decided he would be born almost 8 weeks early, before his lungs had time to developed fully and he spent time hooked up to a ventilator with tubes coming out from everywhere and we could only touch him through a hole in the side of his little box. Those moments were full of fear and doubt. Does God know what is going on? Is he going to be okay? Again… what did I do wrong to cause this?  There were moments that I really didn’t know if he would be okay and Chris and I were on our knees praying every night.  Chris told me a few things that I actually remember during this time. Number 1 was “this won’t be the last time we cry over this child.” And number 2 was “if we were certain of everything it would leave no room for faith.” He was right about both of those.
Doubts and fears are pretty normal. It doesn’t mean that we should live in fear. 
2 Timothy 1:7 says 7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
During these moments Chris was operating in power, and love, and a sound mind and I was not. I was operating out of fear and doubt and overloaded emotions. I didn’t feal like I could be used by God as a mother or as anywhere in the kingdom because I had doubts and fears.
How does Jesus respond to our fear? (verses 27-29.)
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said.
Jesus didn’t reprimand them and turn them away for being fearful. He comforted them by telling them it is I and gave them an offer… to Come… come do the impossible… come experience miracles… come and be part of something big!
FAILURE is in this story. One of these men had the courage to get out of the boat. Peter stepped out into the waves and walked on water… for a brief time. Verse 30 says “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”  
· Peter didn’t sink when he stepped out of the boat because he was looking at Jesus.
· Peter didn’t sink as he was walking because his eyes were fixed on him.
· Peter sank when his eyes saw the wind instead of Jesus. 
Have you ever set out to do something and failed? Sometimes I feel like I am failing as a parent. I work in a church, I sing about Jesus, my kids are in different church services multiple times a week plus bible studies in our home. I want to be the best example to my kids as possible but then I lose my temper over something really small. I repent often for things just to turn around and do it again. I feel like I fail over and over. 
I have fear of failure today. I am afraid of speaking in front of people. I’m afraid I’m going to fail Pastor Brian by doing a bad job, or fail you by making you sit through a boring sermon full of things you already know, or most of all fail God by not saying what He wants said in a way that really gets across His message.
How does Jesus respond to our failure? V31
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
Jesus reached out and pulled Peter out of the waves and asked “why did you doubt?”  Jesus was there with Peter when he was in the boat. He was there with Peter when he was walking on water. He was there with Peter when he was sinking. Peter’s fear and failure didn’t run Jesus off; he responded by reaching out his had with the same offer of Come.
I’m sure you all know that this is not the only time Peter has failed.  Peter was the disciple who denied even knowing Jesus 3 times before his crucifixion. It is so sad that Peter was never able to be used in God’s kingdom again after his failures?… Of course that is not true! Peter’s failure was not final!  
After Jesus’s resurrection he told the disciples to stay in Jerusalem to wait for the promise of the Father. The 12 disciples plus 108 others were gathered in the upper room on the day of Pentecost when the holy spirit came down on them like tongues of fire and gave them power from God.  Peter went on in the power of the Holy Spirit to do mighty things for God’s kingdom. 
· he preached Jesus on the day of Pentecost and 3000 were saved
· he healed the crippled beggar at the gate Beautiful 
· people would line up in the streets in towns all around Jerusalem just to have Peter’s shadow cast over them as he walked so they could be healed and delivered
· he told a paralytic man ‘Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat” and the man got up
· he resurrects Tabitha
· he miraculously escapes from prison twice to continue spreading the gospel
· he was the first to minister to the Gentiles
ALL BECAUSE OF HIS RESPONSE WHEN JESUS SAYS COME 
What does Jesus do with our fear and failure?  V32-33
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
He turns our fears and failures to FAITH.
Peter was one of those original terrified disciples on the boat looking at the ghost who was coming to get them. In a matter of minutes Peter’s faith grew from believing it was a ghost, to believing it was Jesus, to stepping out of the boat, to calling on Jesus when he knew he was going to drown, to declaring Jesus is truly the Son of God.
Peter could have said no I’m afraid or no I’ve failed when Jesus said come, but he did not. Peter heard the word come from Jesus in the beginning of Jesus’ ministry when he invited them to “Come be fishers of men. And again when Jesus invited Peter to come out on the water.” Peter’s answer was always yes and this is why he was able to continue to be used in the God’s kingdom.
Each week we open up this time of worship to anybody who needs prayer, wants to talk about being baptized or wants to join the church.  I want to add a bit to that. The altar is a place of encounter between us and God. It is the place of sacrifice. We can bring our fears and failures to God right now... 
The same offer still stands for you today. 
When Peter was afraid – Jesus gave him the offer
When Peter was failing – Jesus still gave him the offer
When you’re afraid, maybe financial fears, a doctor’s diagnosis, relationship troubles… stand up and say “no! God did not give me a spirit of fear – he is here giving me an offer to go deeper into faith with Him and take steps towards him.
When you’re in the midst of failure in life (job is not going the way you hoped, you’re not as far along in your goals as you planned to be) you stand up and say “no! I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength” – he is here with an offer to take me through the failure and bring me out of the failure in His strength.
Today is Pentecost Sunday. There is nothing stopping us from receiving the same give of the Holy Spirit today.
Fear and doubt won’t disqualify you. 
Failure won’t disqualify you. 
The only disqualifier is saying no to the offer.
THE OFFER STILL STANDS.
