Question one: controversies

There were many potential issues that caused controversy and stress within the early church.  Some were seemingly settled at various councils, while others persisted throughout the centuries. One of the issues causing great controversy was the conflicting views on the use of icons. The crowning of Charlemagne by Pope Leo III in 800 A.D. not only did not settle the issue, but contributed greatly to the schism of 1054.  Throughout history, disputes over who holds power and authority within the church have raged and have often led to divisions within the church, as different factions have sought to assert their own authority and influence. The Great Schism of 1054 between the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church was largely driven by disagreements over issues of authority and power.

Question two: the Benedictine rule

Saint Benedict is considered the founder of monasticism, and wrote the Benedictine rule in the sixth century. Essentially the rule set up specific guidelines for monastic life such as prayer, work, and communal living.

One reason for writing the rule was to establish a framework for a simple, disciplined way of life for the monks. Another was to provide governance for the monasteries. He also sought to emphasize humility, obedience, and a balanced approach to work and prayerful life.

For the most part the Benedictine rule was effective among those Monasteries which subscribed to it; however, some monasteries preferred to follow other rules, such as those of Saint Augustine, and I suspect there was disagreement even amongst some of the Benedictine monasteries.

Question three: the church in the West

The early church was filled with conflicting beliefs regarding Jesus and his deity. There was a long history of accepted paganism in the Roman empire. The presentation of this new religion, just one of many, made the religious scene even more confusing. Tertullian was living in a time before the concept of the Trinity was widely accepted (In fact, he is credited as being the first to use term) and in a time  during which Gnosticism was an influential heretical movement. 

Because was a prolific and effective writer who contributed to Christian doctrine and defended Christian beliefs at a time when Christianity was not only in a minority, but heavily persecuted, he stands out as a representative of the early church. He articulated and defended the beliefs of the Christian community through his arguments and apologetics against the criticisms of those who did not believe in Christianity, and those other competing religions. Moreover, he proposed a strict moral code, and emphasized personal piety, and a distinct separation of the church, from the corrupt world, in which it existed.








