Villain 7 Judas, Peter, and You
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  A friend should never…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to week 7 of our Villain series. The Bible has a lot to say about the villains in our lives. In this last lesson of our series, we are going to talk about the betrayer – Judas. Q- Who is Judas Iscariot?
Judas Iscariot is one of the 12 that Jesus picked. Judas walked with Jesus for 3½ years. Judas heard parable mysteries directly from Jesus, and Judas cast out demons, ministered healing, and preached the message of Jesus. Judas calls Jesus “rabbi”, meaning teacher, and Jesus calls Judas “friend.” All of this is true, and yet Judas betrays Jesus. This brings up a lot of “why” questions, so we will ask them.
Q- Why do you think Jesus chose Judas Iscariot to follow him?
Q- Did Jesus love Judas? 
Q- Did Jesus know Judas was a betrayer? (Yes – John 6:70)
Q- What do you think it means that Judas was a “devil” and “satan entered” him? 
There is a great deal of argument over Judas throughout church history. For example: Did Judas lack free will? Was Judas a believer? Did Judas take communion at the last supper? We won’t dive into these arguments here but taking these verses about Judas being a devil and entered by satan, we see that Judas was greatly influenced, perhaps even possessed by the devil. 

Jesus was betrayed by a friend named Judas. Q- Have you ever been betrayed by a friend? WITHOUT NAMING NAMES, tell us how it feels to be betrayed by a friend. Q- How are we tempted to treat our betrayers? Q- How does Jesus teach us to treat those that betray us?
Betrayal from an enemy is no surprise, but the betrayal of a friend brings deep pain. The temptation to get revenge and then to grow bitter is great. Yet Jesus shows love & friendship for a betrayer named Judas. At the last supper Jesus offers “sop” to Judas. It was traditional for the host of a meal to tear off a piece of bread and dip the bread in the juices of the lamb meat and bitter herbs and hand the morsel to a guest as a way of honoring them and bestowing friendship. Jesus honored and befriended his betrayer. Q- Is this surprising to you? What can we learn from this?
We know Judas was the betrayer, but perhaps there was more than one betrayer present? Q- Look at Matthew 26:20-22 and tell us what stands out to you concerning the disciple’s response to Jesus.
Judas was the betrayer, but all 12 questioned “is it I, Lord?” It appears, the ability to betray Jesus was within all of them, and not just Judas. Q- Tell us about Peter’s interaction with Jesus later in Matthew 26, and how does this prophecy of Jesus occur later that night.
Judas was a betrayer. Peter was a denier who did not stand by his friend Jesus. All the 12 asked of themselves “is it I, Lord?” “Am I the betrayer?” Sometimes your friend is your villain. Jesus shows every one of these villains love: the love of a friend. And this is great news, because we also have it within us to betray & deny the Lord. “Lord is it I?” The answer is “yes, it is you,” but Jesus still loves you anyway.
Jesus knew all there was to know about Judas and still loved him. Jesus knew all there was to know about Peter and still loved him. Jesus knows all there is to know about you and still loves you. Let’s spend some time in prayer thinking about this friend named Jesus.
Q- {Internal} Jesus loves you as a friend, even when you fall short as a friend. With His love in us, we too can love those who fall short of our friendship. Jesus is the perfect example of how to treat our villains. Lord help us to be more like you. (Prayer)



                        Vision: If Jesus loved Judas, do not ever doubt His love for you.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 6:70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)
Matthew 26:45-50 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him.


Luke 22:3-4(NIV) 3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 

Matthew 26:20-22(KJV) 20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 21 And as they did eat, he said, “one of you shall betray me.” 22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, “Lord, is it I?”
Matthew 26:31&33-35(NIV) 31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me… 33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.



                        Vision: If Jesus loved Judas, do not ever doubt His love for you.

