Villain 6 Delilah
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is a food you can’t resist?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to week 6 of our Villain series. The Bible has a lot to say about the villains in our life. Tonight, we study a seducing villain named Delilah from the book of Judges.
Welcome to the book of Judges, where there are heroes and villains behind every corner. Our story this session features an amazing hero named Samson. Q- Who is Samson?

Samson is a judge, a leader selected by God to help Israel with their enemies. Samson had supernatural strength that amazed everyone. He was a 1-man army who could lift the gates of a city and walk off with them.  The hero Samson and the nation of Israel had a villain in the Philistines. They were always fighting the Israelites.  The giant Goliath was perhaps the most notable Philistine villain, however perhaps no Philistine had more villainous success than Delilah.

We are not told much about Delilah in scripture. Q- What do you think Delilah looked like? (Attractive)

Q- How did Samson feel about Delilah? (v4 says Samson fell in love with her) Q- Was it a big deal for an Israelite to be hanging around Philistines and to fall in love with a Philistine woman? Why do you think?

The Israelites were told by God to avoid intermarrying with other nations because they would lure them away from the true God and towards false idols. (Deut 7:3) Samson was living among the Philistines and having a close intimate relationship with Delilah. Q- Have you ever lived among, or spent time among people who tried to lure you away from God?  What was that like? 
Q- We know verse 4 says Samson’s motivation towards Delilah was love, but what was Delilah’s motivation towards Samson? 

Delilah was motivated by money and was paid by a group of Philistines to “lure Samson into showing her the secret of his great strength.” Motivation is a key difference between an ally & a villain. Q- How can you recognize the motives of an ally or a villain? 
If we will pay attention, our allies and our villains will reveal themselves. Friends prove themselves by “loving at all times,” just as Proverbs 17:17 declares. A villain will prove themselves by doing everything contrary to love. Let’s re-read the 1 Corinthians 13 definition of love… as we read it think of an enemy doing the opposite. <READ> 
Delilah lured Samson 3 times, and each time Samson told her something untrue. Each time she called in men to subdue him and each time Samson overcame them with his strength. It was obvious she was a villain, yet Samson stayed. Q- Why? What do you think was going on with Samson?
Maybe it was love or lust? Maybe it was stupidity?  Maybe it was a false sense of security? All we know is that Samson was blind to the true motives of his enemy. Let this be a lesson for us.  Behind that pretty face and athletic body could be a villain.  Behind those nice clothes and shiny car could lurk a villain… Samson was blind to Delilah and he trusted his villain. She shaved his head and he was subdued and physically blinded. Samson the strong had been seduced by a beautiful villain.
Q- What is this story speaking to you right now?
Q- What are somethings Samson could have done differently to avoid his villain?

Q- {Internal} Samson failed to recognize the motives of his villain. Gut check time. Do we recognize our own motives? Are our motives loving or villainous? Do we recognize the motives of those around us? Are we being seduced? Listen for the wisdom of God and be prepared to obey.   (Prayer)



                        Vision: Some villains are blindingly beautiful. Inspect their motivations.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Judges 16:4-10 4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 5 The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued.” 
7 Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I’ll become as weak as any other man.” 8 Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she tied him with them. 9 With men hidden in the room, she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped the bowstrings as easily as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to a flame. So, the secret of his strength was not discovered. 10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me how you can be tied.”

Judges 16:15-1715 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.” 16 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of it. 17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.”

Judges 16:18-21 18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him. 21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison.

1 Corinthians 13:4-6 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

Vision: Some villains are blindingly beautiful. Inspect their motivations.

