Villain 5 Haman
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Never trust a person who…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to week 5 of our Villain series. Tonight, we study a hateful villain named Haman from the book of Esther.
It was a time of exile, and the Israelites had been taken captive to a faraway land. This story takes place in the nation of Persia and not Israel. The King of Persia is Xerxes, and he falls in love with a beautiful girl named Esther and makes her his queen. Esther is Jewish, but she keeps her nationality & religion a secret and takes her position in the palace. Q- How do you think it felt to be Esther?
Esther’s uncle, Mordecai overhears a plot to kill king Xerxes. Mordecai tells Esther, Esther tells the king, saving the king’s life. Then the story jumps ahead 5 years in time to the promotion of Haman, an advisor to the king. Haman is the villain in this story. Q- Why is Haman angry with Mordecai? (Esther 3:5)
Q- Haman is bitter and vengeful over Haman’s actions, but Esther 3:6 reveals what about Haman? (racist)
Haman was mad at Mordecai’s actions, but Haman is also a hateful racist. He wants to kill all the Jews. Let’s talk about racism. Q- What is racism? [believing one racial group is superior to other groups] Q- From a Christian perspective, is racism wrong, and why? (Yes! We are all created in God’s image)
Racism, sexism, and every other kind of prejudice finds its root in hatred.  Hatred is wrong! We are commanded to operate in love. Jesus loves everyone and so should we. Haman needs Jesus! We all do.

Haman likely has a history with Jews that causes his hatred. Haman is an Agagite, a descendent of a king named Agag. Generations back king Saul disobeyed God’s command to slay every last Amalekite. He left king Agag alive. Saul’s disobedience is why Haman is in this story these many years later. This past is likely why Haman has hatred for all Jews.

Mordecai has zero control over what happened before his birth. The same could be said for every Jew Haman desires to kill. Here is a lesson: sometimes we have no control over why people hate us. Q- Have you ever been hated for no reason? Do not name names but tell us how you felt and dealt with the issue. 
When Mordecai learns about Haman’s plan to kill all Jews, Mordecai reached out to queen Esther. Q- What did he tell the secretively Jewish queen? (Esther 4:13-14) Q- Has God ever positioned you like Esther? 
When people do wrong to us it causes us to want to seek revenge. Q- Does God want us to seek revenge? Q- Why is it better to let God avenge you than to seek revenge yourself? 

While Haman was planning to kill every Jew, God causes the king to not be able to sleep, so Xerxes reads about how a man named Mordecai had foiled a plot to kill the king. Xerxes then calls in Haman to go reward Mordecai. Mordecai did not need to fight, God caused Mordecai’s enemy to honor him. Q- What is Haman’s end?  Tell the story. 
Esther reveals she is a Jew, and that Haman is going to kill all her people. Xerxes has Haman killed on the very device of death he had built for Mordecai. Q- What can we learn for this story?
God will fight our villains for us, if we let Him.

Q- {Internal} Who is your villain? Maybe you can’t control why they hate you. You can control how you respond. Will you stop trying to get revenge and allow God to fight your battles. Repent right now of fighting the battles that God was meant to fight. Has God positioned you to make a difference? Are you ready to step out in faith and open your mouth like Esther?  (Prayer)







Vision: God will fight our villains for us if we let Him.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Esther 3:1-6 3 After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 2 All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 

4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.

Esther 4:13-14 Mordecai sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
Esther 6:11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!”
Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
Vision: God will fight our villains for us if we let Him.

