Villain 2 - Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I use to pretend that…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
A man named Nehemiah took on a noble task. He was going to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. This act was to be a turning point for an entire nation – God’s people, Israel. He was doing the RIGHT THING for the RIGHT REASON. And yet, he faced opposition? Q- Why? Even though we are doing the right thing for the right reason, do we face opposition?

It’s not an easy truth, but even when you are doing the right thing for the right reason you will face opposition. In fact, because you are doing right, you could be facing opposition. Don’t make the mistake of thinking “because I am facing struggle, failure, and villains… I must be doing the wrong thing.” Q- Can anyone tell us about this from their personal life?
When Israel vacated their nation because of exile at the hand of Babylon, some people gladly moved in. Some non-Jewish tribes moved into the area and took control of the area. Israel’s loss was their gain. This is typical villain stuff. Your loss is often your villain’s gain. Three tribal leaders named Sanballat, Tobiah, & Geshem serve as our villains in this discussion.

Q- (Without naming names) Have you ever known someone who seemed to be out to get you? Describe the situation. Describe how it felt?
Sanballat, Tobiah, & Geshem were not happy that Nehemiah had started rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Q- Why? What was the big deal with rebuilding city walls?

City walls represented protection against these villain tribes. These tribes couldn’t just raid Jerusalem with a defense in place. These villains didn’t hate Nehemiah personally. There was no history between them. Nehemiah had not said things about their mamas. He had not trespassed on their tribes. Villains are opposed to the right thing! Q- Name some people in the Bible who faced villains because they were doing right.
Q- How were these tribal leaders scheming against Nehemiah?  And how did Nehemiah respond?

While the Israelites were rebuilding the wall, the tribes threatened attacks. These threats were about 1 thing. Keep them from THE RIGHT THING.. re-building the wall! Israel didn’t stop building. They started carrying swords and posting guards, but they never stopped re-building. Your villain wants to stop you and one of their tactics is fear.
In Nehemiah 6 when they were almost done with the re-building project, the tribal leaders sent a message saying, “let’s meet in another village.” Their scheme was 2 fold. #1 They planned to harm Nehemiah when we was vulnerable. #2 In order for Nehemiah to meet with them he would have had to stop working on the wall.  
The villain doesn’t have to kill you to win. He could distract you from the right thing. He could keep you busy doing other things instead of the right thing. Q- How did Nehemiah respond? (Nehemiah 6:3)

Q- What can we gain from his wise response?

Nehemiah defeated the villains. Not by launching a military attack. But with a wisdom to keep doing the right thing. Anyone who tries to distract you from the right thing, is playing the role of villain. Q- How can we be wise in dealing with distracting villains?

Q- {Internal} Are you doing the right thing for the right reason? Is there something or someone distracting you from the right thing? Are you ready to recommit to the right thing and decide quitting is not an option? (Prayer)




Vision:   You villain can be defeated by your wise focus on the right thing. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Nehemiah 4:11 & 16-18 our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work.”
Half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked.

Nehemiah 6:1-4 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono.”

But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer.

Luke 21:15 I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.
Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
