Villain 1 – King Saul
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name a famous bad guy…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome to our new series, Villain. Q- What is a villain?  What makes a villain? 
Every story seems to have a villain. The Bible has its share of villains. Q- Do you think people are born bad or are they product of their environment?
Saul was a tall guy from the tribe of Benjamin. God chose him to be the 1st king of Israel. He was not a bad guy but he ends up playing the villain. Q- What are some of the things King Saul does wrong? (He hides from Goliath, He doesn’t listen to Samuel the Prophet, He is disobedient and saves the life of a King he wasn’t supposed to spare, He meets with the Witch of Endor, He gets jealous of David and tries to kill him..)
Envy & selfish ambition can turn a good guy into a bad guy. Q- (Without naming names!) Do you have any examples of this?  Q- What does James 3:17 offer as an alternative envy and selfish ambition?

Q- How did David respond to his villain, King Saul? (1 Samuel 24)
Don’t be surprised when you have an opportunity for revenge. It looked like David had this once in a lifetime opportunity to kill the villain that was trying to kill him. He could have killed Saul before Saul knew he was even there. The Lord had delivered the villain into David’s hand… but David treated his enemy as a friend. Instead of showing hatred he showed love. Instead of showing vengeance he showed mercy and left the rest up to God.  

In fact David felt bad about even cutting the clothes of the king. Q- What can we learn from this?

We shouldn’t seek to harm the villain.  You should defend yourself, but you are not to carry out vengeance. David thought he would feel great about his action… instead he felt convicted. God wants us to show love to our enemies.. even pray for them.  Q- How can we do this for the villains in our life?

David doesn’t get revenge on Saul and by doing this allows God to avenge. God declares in Deuteronomy that Vengeance belongs to Him. We aren’t to seek revenge! In fact, Scripture tells us that we will always come out ahead when we allow God to handle our vengeance. In God’s law, Exodus 22, it says that if someone steals or kills your ox or sheep you are owed 4 to 5 more times than you lost. Now notice that if you take vengeance into your own hands… say you steal it back.. you only break even.  If you vengefully steal other things, then you become guilty yourself.  BUT if you allow God to work your vengeance you do better than break even, you come out ahead exponentially.
Showing love to your enemies is profitable to you. Q- Can you tell us about a time you didn’t seek revenge but put it in God’s hand?

Victory isn’t found in killing your villain, but in trusting God. The crown on David’s head was given to Him by God.. it was not earned with the sword.
Q- {Internal} Do you love your enemies? Do you want to destroy your enemies or save them? Do you really believe you will come out ahead when you let God handle it? Let’s take some time to pray for the villains in our life.. (Prayer)
Vision:   Don’t harm your villain.. Love them. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
1 Samuel 18:7-8 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”  8 Saul was very angry…
1 Samual 19:9-10 an evil spirit from the Lord came on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand. While David was playing the lyre, 10 Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his escape.
1 Samuel 20 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send someone to bring him to me, for he must die!” 32 “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” Jonathan asked his father. 33 But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David.
1 Samuel 24:3-7 …Saul went in to (the cave) relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said[b] to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
1 Samuel 24:8, 11-12

Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 12 May the Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you.
Saul he wept aloud. 17 “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now told me about the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today.
James 3:16-17 where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

