John 17:5
Oneness Explanation contra Trinitarianism

Presentation by Jerry Hayes:

The what is the glory Jesus had.
The where was with the Father.
The when was before creation of the cosmos.

So we must ask the question—who was with the Father prior to the creation of the Cosmos?

Foundation

This cannot be a second co-equal, co-eternal divine person with God the Father. Deut. 32:39; Isaiah 44:24; 46:5.

Was this a request to be restored to equality with God the Father? No. Isaiah 46:5—YHWH has no equal.

So, this is not the answer to the questions—it cannot be.

Exposition

Now explore what the answer is.

John 1:1 Logos was with God. “Logos” is a thought in its root meaning.

Heavens were formed by the word (rhema) of God—Psalm 33:6
God spoke and the universe leapt into existence.
The logos (creation and redemption—therein rests his counsel)

3 things were in the in the counsel of God prior to the creation.
1. Atonement—1 Pet. 1:19-20; Rev. 13:8; Heb. 4:3 (finished)
2. God’s elect—Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rev. 17:8
3. His Kingdom—Matt. 25:34
Each of these three is predicated on another

Ephesians 1:11—God counsels with himself before he performs any work. “after” or “according to.” God counsels with himself before any work.	

So, Jesus in His prayer was referencing the atonement, his elect, and the Kingdom.
Foreordained glory in the foreknowledge of God.


Objections 
“with” is para with dative and so must be that Jesus was in immediate vicinity with the Father before the world was. 
Thayer—para with dative “something is or is done in the immediate vicinity of someone or metaphorically in his mind

The incarnation and atonement, going to calvary, the resurrection and ascension and glorification of Jesus was in the Father’s mind before the foundation of the world.

Thayer says this can be metaphorically in God’s mind.

Discussion:

The Glory
What was the glory? 

1. Foreordained (thought, plan)? 2. Exaltation (reign)? 3. Image of God (visible)?

Image: Exodus 13:21; 14:19, 24; Numbers 12:5; Hebrews 1:3 (brightness of His glory and express image of His person); Numbers 12:8; Numbers 14:10-14; Philippians 2:6 (form of God=glory), v.7 (humbled in form or a man); v.8 (“appearance”=mode)

Numbers 12:8:
I speak with him face to face,
Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;
And he sees the form of the Lord.
Why then were you not afraid
To speak against My servant Moses?”

Exaltation: Revelation 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:25

Not mutually exclusive—1 and 2 are synonymous.
All three, especially 1 and 2, can together synergize to form a compound, cumulative case against the erroneous view of the pluralists.

Foreordained: Word “had” aicon (word study) have, hold, possess
	“the glory” possessed, kept, held, or reserved

God could have been acting on a future reality that was not future to Him but future to us.

The Logos and Angel of the Lord
John 12 and Isaiah 6 “His glory”
Christ was that rock that followed him
Moses saw him who is invisible and saw Christ

The I/Thou relationship in John 17:5 does not have to precede the Incarnation. Nothing in the text necessitates this. The I/Thou can be a result of the incarnation and the manifestation of the particular presence of God in the reality of human flesh, i.e. true humanity.

Both can be true. 
If the image (Heb. 1:3)—then God still foreordained and planned the atonement, His elect, and His kingdom before the foundation of the world

And prior to becoming visible and expressing an image of himself (whether personal or impersonal), God still planned that. Planned to manifest himself visibly, create the cosmos and man, and later come in the flesh to accomplish our redemption. 

Together, we have a compound, cumulative case.

Best to begin by bringing the focus back to the context of chapter 17 and the gospel of John and lay the foundation of John 17:3 and the glory is given in John 17:22, 24.


The Glory (Glorification)—as a future glory bestowed on the Son by the Father.
A few select scriptures:
Revelation 5:12
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!

1 Corinthians 15:25
For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.

Luke 24:26
Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?”

John 7:39
But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 12:16
His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.

John 12:23
But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.

John 13:31
So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him.

John 13:32
If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately.

John 20:17
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ”

Luke 24:
49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city [m]of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”
50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.
Ephesians 4:8
Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.”
Gifts=apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (v. 11)
Hebrews 1:3
when He had [c]by Himself [d]purged [e]our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Revelation 3:21
To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

1 Corinthians 15:45
And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

1 Timothy 6:14-16
14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only [a]Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

John 1:18
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten [a]Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

John 14:11
Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.

Colossians 3:3
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

John 17:21
that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

John 17:3
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
