The Rise of Pentecostalism
“In the search for Christian turning points, the soundest strategy is to look for those events and circumstances that led to the deepening of the Christian faith, to the expansion of Christianity, or both.” (Noll 296) It can be argued that the rise of Pentecostalism in the 20th century both deepened the Christian faith and expanded the reach of Christianity. 
In October 1900 in Topeka, Kansas a methodist pastor opened Bethel Bible School. The pastor’s name was Charles Parham and he had opened a school that did not charge tuition or board. Bethel Bible School "invited all ministers and Christians who were willing to forsake all, sell what they had, give it away, and enter the school for study and prayer, where all of us together might trust God for food, fuel, rent and clothing." (CBN)
Parham called a watchnight service on December 31, 1900, to pray in the new year and century. After midnight the pastor laid his hands on a female student named Agnes Ozman and she began to speak in tongues. On this 1st day of the 20th century a Pentecostal revival began.
Parham began to travel and preach and teach that the same sign that appeared in the upper room of Acts 2 was still available to believers. Parham’s travels brought him to Houston Tx in 1906 where a one-eyed black man heard his teaching and believed. During the Jim Crow days in the south, it would have been rare for whites and coloreds to mix, but this was how it happened.
	Wife of Charles Parham, Sarah Parham wrote "One colored man, W.J. Seymour, became a regular attendant each day for the Bible lessons. In Texas, you know, the colored people are not allowed to mix with the white people as they do in some of the other states; but he was so humble and so deeply interested in the study of the Word that Mr. Parham could not refuse him. So he was given a place in the class and eagerly drank in the truths which were so new to him and food for his hungry soul." (Life of Charles F Parham 137)
Pentecost has always been racially diverse. The story of racial integration harkens back to the mixed crowd who heard the gospel preached in Acts 2. The ministry of William Seymor continued to be diverse as well.
William Seymor moved to Los Angelos and began to preach. It was here the Apostolic Faith Gospel Mission was started on a street called Azusa. The revival of Pentecostalism and glossolalia became known as the Azusa Street revival. (Noll 299)
Although this is noted historically as the birth of modern-day Pentecost, it should be remembered that an outpouring of the Holy Spirit had been preached in proceeding revivals by the likes of Edward Irving (1792-1834), John Wesley (1703-1791), as well as the Welsh revival (1904). (Noll 299-300) The original Pentecostals believed the promise of the Spirit was for all who are a far off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. (Acts 2:39)
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