#2 – The Importance of the Bible
Introduction
· Welcome and Setup
· Prayer
  
God's Existence
 	Genesis 1:1  "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth."
· This verse establishes…
· God exists. 
· God is “Self-Existent.” His existence is not dependent on an prior creation. He simply “IS.”
· Psalm 90:2 – from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
· God created us. He is the FATHER OF CREATION.
· He is the ONE GOD of creation.
· Malachi 2:10 Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us?
Implications of God's Existence
· God is not an idea or concept but a real being.
· God has thoughts, feelings, speaks and acts through out the Bible. 
· God is invisible. (John 1:18 No one has ever seen God)
· God is Spirit. (John 4:24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”)

God as Creator
	Genesis 1:1  "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth."
· God created the heavens and the earth without existing materials or substance.
· Contrast with human creation: We need materials to create something.
Hebrews 11:3  "Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do not appear."
· Emphasizes that God created the world through His word alone.
- **Colossians 1:16**:
  - "For by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible."
  - Highlight that all creation, both visible and invisible, was made by God.
- **Illustration**:
  - Use the example of Alex building flashlights from scraps to illustrate God’s creative power without needing materials.

## God's Eternality
- **Genesis 1:1 in Context**:
  - Creation is God’s first recorded act, but it is not the beginning of His existence.
  - God existed before the creation described in Genesis.
- **Revelation 1:8**:
  - Jesus says, "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."
  - Explain that Alpha and Omega represent the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, symbolizing God’s eternal nature.
- **Psalm 90:2**:
  - "Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth formed and the world, even from everlasting, you are God."
  - Emphasize God’s existence before the creation of the world.

## God's Living Nature
- **Daniel 6:26**:
  - "He is the living God and steadfast forever."
  - Highlight that God is not just an idea but a living being.
- **Characteristics of Being Alive**:
  - God can see, hear, think, remember, touch, and speak.
  - Mention that God also dances, sings, rejoices, and laughs as seen in various biblical passages.
- **God's Interaction with Creation**:
  - God is generous and good to His creation.
  - Reference Psalm 84:11: "No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly."

## God's Omnipresence
- **Definition**:
  - Omnipresent means God is everywhere at all times.
  - Explain that "omni" means all and "present" means being there.
- **Jeremiah 23:24**:
  - "Can any hide in secret places that I shall not see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth?"
  - Illustrate with the example of God filling a room, a city, a country, and the entire universe.
- **Psalm 139**:
  - "If I ascend to heaven or make my bed in Sheol, you are there."
  - Emphasize that God is present everywhere, even beyond what we can see.

## God's Omnipotence
- **Definition**:
  - Omnipotent means having all power.
  - Explain that "omni" means all and "potent" means power.
- **Revelation 19:6**:
  - "The Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
  - Highlight God’s ability to do anything beyond human comprehension.
- **1 Chronicles 29:12**:
  - "Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand is power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all."
  - Emphasize God’s power to create and sustain all things.
- **Matthew 19:26**:
  - "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."
  - Encourage participants not to hesitate in asking God for anything because He has the ability to do all things.

## God's Omniscience
- **Definition**:
  - Omniscient means all-knowing.
  - Explain that nothing is hidden from God.
- **Job 34:21**:
  - "For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he sees all their goings."
  - Highlight that God sees everything, even what people think they are hiding.
- **Psalm 139:4**:
  - "For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, O Lord, you know it altogether."
  - Emphasize that God knows our thoughts and needs before we even ask.

## God as Spirit
- **Definition**:
  - God is a spirit, which is difficult to explain but is not a physical entity.
  - Use the analogy of a spirit being something intangible but real.
- **Implications**:
  - God’s spiritual nature means He is not bound by physical limitations.

## Conclusion
- **Summary of Key Points**:
  - Recap God’s existence, creativity, eternality, living nature, omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience, and spiritual nature.
- **Encouragement and Application**:
  - Encourage participants to reflect on these attributes of God and how they impact their daily lives.
  - Emphasize the comfort and strength that come from knowing God’s nature.
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