#2 God Exists

## Understanding God: Attributes and Nature

### Introduction

In this Bible study, we delve into the attributes and nature of God, building on the foundation established in our previous session on the Bible. This study is part of a 12-lesson series and is divided into two parts, with the first part focusing on God's existence, creativity, eternality, living nature, omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience, and spiritual nature.

### God's Existence

The Bible begins with a profound statement about God's existence in Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." This verse establishes that God simply is; His existence is not dependent on any prior creation. God's existence is a fundamental truth that underpins the entire Bible. There are no physical depictions or exact portraits of God in the Bible or elsewhere, emphasizing that God cannot be captured by human art or description[1].

### God as Creator

God's role as the creator is highlighted in Genesis 1:1, where it is stated that God created the heavens and the earth without any existing materials or substance. Unlike human creation, which requires pre-existing materials, God's creation is ex nihilo, or out of nothing. This is further reinforced by Hebrews 11:3, which says, "Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do not appear." Colossians 1:16 also emphasizes this point: "For by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers: all things were created by him and for him."

To illustrate God's creative power, consider the example of someone building a flashlight from scraps. While this is an impressive feat, God's creation is far more extraordinary, as He creates without any materials at all[1].

### God's Eternality

God's eternality is another crucial attribute. Creation, as described in Genesis 1:1, is not the beginning of God's existence. God existed before the creation of the world. Jesus affirms this in Revelation 1:8, saying, "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." This statement underscores God's eternal nature, as Alpha and Omega represent the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, symbolizing God's role as both the beginning and the end. Psalm 90:2 further emphasizes this: "Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth formed and the world, even from everlasting, you are God."

### God's Living Nature

God is not just an abstract concept or idea; He is a living being. Daniel 6:26 states, "He is the living God and steadfast forever." God possesses all the characteristics of being alive: He can see, hear, think, remember, touch, and speak. The Bible also describes God as dancing, singing, rejoicing, and laughing, further personifying His living nature. Additionally, God is generous and good to His creation, as seen in Psalm 84:11, which says, "No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly"[1].

### God's Omnipresence

God's omnipresence means He is everywhere at all times. The term "omnipresent" comes from "omni," meaning all, and "present," meaning being there. Jeremiah 23:24 illustrates this: "Can any hide in secret places that I shall not see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth?" This verse emphasizes that God fills every space, from the smallest room to the entire universe. Psalm 139 reinforces this idea: "If I ascend to heaven or make my bed in Sheol, you are there." God's presence is not limited by physical boundaries; He is both far and near simultaneously[1].

### God's Omnipotence

God's omnipotence means He has all power. The term "omnipotent" comes from "omni," meaning all, and "potent," meaning power. Revelation 19:6 declares, "The Lord God omnipotent reigneth." This attribute is further highlighted in 1 Chronicles 29:12, which says, "Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand is power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all." God's power is limitless, and He can do anything beyond human comprehension. As Matthew 19:26 states, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

This omnipotence should encourage us to ask God for anything without hesitation, knowing that He has the ability to fulfill any request[1].

### God's Omniscience

God's omniscience means He is all-knowing. Nothing is hidden from Him. Job 34:21 says, "For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he sees all their goings." Even the things people think they are hiding are visible to God. Psalm 139:4 reinforces this: "For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, O Lord, you know it altogether." God knows our needs before we even ask, as stated in the New Testament[1].

### God as Spirit

God is described as a spirit, a concept that can be difficult to grasp but is essential to understanding His nature. A spirit is not a physical entity but something intangible and real. This spiritual nature means God is not bound by physical limitations. While it is challenging to describe a spirit fully, it is clear that God's spiritual nature is fundamental to His being[1].

### Conclusion

In summary, God's attributes and nature are foundational to our understanding of Him. He exists eternally, is the creator of all things, is living and active, omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient. These attributes reassure us of God's constant presence, power, and knowledge. As we reflect on these characteristics, we are encouraged to trust in God's goodness and provision, knowing that He is always with us and capable of meeting all our needs.

This study should deepen our appreciation for the majesty and wonder of God, helping us to live with greater faith and confidence in His presence and power.
