Pope Pius IX: Ex Cathedra
Giovanni Maria Mastai-Ferretti was born May 13, 1792 in the Papal state of Senigalli, Italy.  He lived during a time of conflict between modernity and ancient Christianity that was present in the civil unrest between national and papal states in Italy. (Britannica)
Giovanni became pope Pius IX in 1846 and reigns until 1878, making his service the longest pontificate in the history of the Roman Catholic Church. The focus of his papacy was “to fight, as one enemy, the drift of secularism and the reduction of power of the Catholic Church.” (Noll 264)  
Pius IX help the papacy in high regard, referring to it as “the robe of Christ” which shelters the Church’s body. (Noll 264) He used his high office to oversee three notable events, the dogma of the Immaculate Conception (1854), the Syllabus of Errors (1864), and the sessions of the First Vatican Council (1869-1870). (Britannica) These 3 events are examples of papal authority rubberstamping extra-biblical doctrines as Roman Catholic teachings. The theme of Papal authority was theme for the pontiff.
The dogma of the Immaculate Conception  was the assertion that “Mary, the mother of Jesus, was preserved free from the effects of the sin of Adam (usually referred to as “original sin”) from the first instant of her conception.” (Britannica) What had been a popular practice of honoring the mother of Christ, now became a pope endorsed truth, leading others to declare Mary to be sinless and immaculate.
December 8, 1864, Pius IX issued the encyclical Quanta Cura with the famous Syllabus listing 80 of the “principal errors of our times.” This syllabus “specified eighty widespread contemporary opinions as grievous mistakes.” The last of these errors once again reveals the issue of conflict between modernity and ancient Christianity, when the pope wrote that it was an error to belief the “Roman pontiff can and ought to reconcile and harmonize himself with progress, with liberalism, and with modern civilization.” It was clear that Pius IX believed the ancient Church should push out secularism with war like vigor.  
In the last decade of his life, the pope held the First Vatican Council. It was here that the doctrine of papal infallibility was authoritatively defined. The Pope’s Ex Cathedra, an authority derived from one’s office or position, was deemed infallible at a time where Italy was growing wary of Vatican rule. 
It was here at this First Vatican Council, that declared infallible papal authority, that Pius IX was “forced to give up the last remnants of traditional papal power (with the exception of Vatican City). At this council the armies of the unifying forces of Italy entered Rome and brought the Pope’s council to an abrupt end. What had been a declaration of his authority could be looked on as a defeat in the battle of Church and State.
There is much debate over the success or failure of Pius IX.  He was successful in moving the Roman Catholic Church to a more conservative and less secular stance. However, many view that Pius did not stop the secular movement but merely stalled its progress. (Noll 265)
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