PHILLIPS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
AREA OF MINISTERIAL PRACTICE:  CROSS CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

Course Syllabus:  January 8-March 3, 2024

Course Title: WORLD RELIGIONS
Cross Cultural Experience:  World Religions

Course Dates:   

Instructor: Clement Graham
	Email: clementgraham@sbcglobal.net
	Phone: 1-417-312-8058

	I am a retired (2000) minister of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), currently 
	living in Neosho, MO. I have served churches in Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Oregon, and 
	Missouri. I have a BA from Tulsa University (1960), a MDiv from Philips Theological 
	Seminary (1965), and a MA from University of Oregon (1990) in counseling psychology. 	I now teach several on-ground and online courses in philosophy and religion for Crowder 
	College, Neosho, Drury University and Cox Nursing College. I am married and have two 
	daughters with 5 grandchildren. My hobbies are woodworking, music, nature study, and 
	reading. I am doing some self-study in evolutionary biology, with an interest in helping 
	people of faith move beyond the false dichotomy of science vs. religion.

Course Description: Students survey and compare the great world religions emphasizing 	concepts of God, creation, humanity, scripture, ethics and salvation. Emphasis is placed 	on the relationship between religious beliefs and other elements of society and culture. 	This rational and historical analysis concentrates on Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 	Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 	and Baha'i. It also includes an introduction to some basic indigenous religions of Native 	America and Africa. 

Prerequisites: None

Course Overview: This is an 8-week course taught entirely online. There are assigned readings 	from the text each week, as well as additional materials from the Instructor. Weekly 	assignments will be completed online according to the posted schedule. An important 	element of the course will be active interchange between students, so willingness to 	engage in dialogue is an expectation.

Required text: Hopfe-Woodward, Religions of the World (13th Edition)

Course objectives: Students will…
…complete online assignments by dates due
…practice respect and consideration in all online posts.
…engage in collaborative learning with each other and the Instructor
Course Requirements

Class Activities: Students are expected to log in frequently to this class during each week and to 
participate in online discussions and assignments per the weekly schedule. Much of the learning that occurs during this course happens in the cyber classroom: it is interactive in nature. You must log into your course frequently in order to benefit from the sharing of knowledge by the instructor and other students. The class will benefit as well from your own knowledge and experience. Infrequent participation will be reflected in your grade.

	You are also expected to practice respect and consideration in all your posts for this 	course (see APRAC policy statement in Course Information).

Course assignments:  All course work will be done online. 
	There are three graded activities each week :
		1. Reading Reply -- personal reflections on Instructors lecture material (25 pts.).
		2. Discussion Essay – in-depth examination of elements from the text, plus 				additional material from an outside source (50 pts.).
		3. Student Talk – two replies to the work of other students ( 50 pts.).

See Course Information >> How Grades are Determined for the Instructor's expectations and 
grading rubric for all posts…

Course Schedule – Spring 2019: 
	Reading Reply due by 11:59 p.m. Tuesday
	Discussion Essay due by 11:59 p.m. Thursday
	Student Talk #1 due by 11:59 p.m. Saturday
	Student Talk #2 due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday

	Readings in Hopfe
		WK 1 Jan 8-14  	Basic Religion chs. 1, 2, 3
		WK 2 Jan 15-21  	Hinduism, Jainism chs. 4, 5
		WK 3 Jan 22-28 	Buddhism, Sikhism chs. 6, 7
		WK 4 Jan 29-Feb 4 	Religions of China & Japan chs 8, 9
		WK 5 Fab 5-11  	Monotheisms, Zoroastrianism internet sarch
		WK 6 Feb 12-18  	Judaism ch. 10
		WK 7 Feb 19-25  	Christianity ch. 11
[bookmark: _GoBack]		WK 8 Feb 26-Mar 3   	Islam, Baha’i chs. 12, 13


Grading scale:
	Each week can accumulate a total of 125 points, 1000 for the 8 weeks of class.
		A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = 59% or below.

	Generally, the number of points to be accumulated each week will be:
		Reading Reply = 15
		Discussion Essay = 50
		Two Student Talk (30 x 2) = 60

		Weekly Total = 125
		Course Total = 1000

The Instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus according to the needs of students and the purposes of the course.

Other policies and information:
Any and all sources used must be properly acknowledged. Plagiarism will result in loss of points for assignments, report to PTS, or even expulsion from the course.

Late Work and Make-Up: Late submissions will be docked by a 50% reduction in grade. 
Assignments posted 24 hours late will receive no credit.

This class is designed to address the following section of the Disciples of Christ Sixteen Areas of Ministerial Practice:  4. Cross-Cultural Experience: Please note that Anti-Racism training is to be obtained in the students’ region or judicatory. 

Learning Outcomes: 
	 Articulate a theology of Christians relating to non-Christian faiths, a theology that 
	is respectful and truthful, a theology that reflects the candidate’s own faith stance, 
	all the while recognizing multiple ways in which such relationship can be 
	construed. ****

	 Articulate images of a God who is manifest and present among members of every 
	culture and race;

	 Nurture faith in others, understanding and teaching that everyone’s faith is 
	contextual and influenced by such factors as, race, gender, class, and culture;

	 Practice ministry, both within one’s own culture and the Church universal, informed by 
	domestic and global responses to the needs of God’s people;

	 Describe and theologically reflect upon at least one significant interfaith experience, be 
	it a worship service, a social justice activity, or an interfaith dialogue in which you took 
	an active role.****

Please note that the two starred learning outcomes have been moved from the Ecumenism Area of Ministerial Practice to the Cross-Cultural Area, as they were deemed “cross-cultural” rather than “ecumenical.”
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