Mission Statement

Mission Statement is a popular phrase in business and leadership. 
Mission Statement - A declaration of the overall goal or purpose of an organization.

The company that sales socks, coffee, or Swedish furniture has a mission statement.
· Hanes – Creating a more comfortable world for every body”
· Starbucks -With every cup, with every conversation, with every community – we nurture the limitless possibilities of human connection.
· IKEA - To offer a wide range of well-designed, functional home furnishing products at prices so low that as many people as possible will be able to afford them.
Shouldn’t the Church have a mission? Do we know our mission?
Can you declare the overall goal or purpose of the Church?

It was an ordinary day in Nazareth. It was a Sabbath so everyone was headed to the Synagogue to hear the Word of the Lord. But on this day Jesus showed up and declared his mission statement.
Luke 4:16-19 (NIV)
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Did you know Jesus had a mission statement? …declared goal and purpose? He reads it straight from the Old Testament Prophet Isaiah. (Isaiah 61)
Should this be our mission as well? Or should this mission just belong to Jesus?
· Followers of Jesus should have the same mission.
· The same Spirit of the Lord is upon us right?
Let’s investigate the mission statement further.
“he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.”
Anointed/chosen/empowered
· You are anointed (1 John 1:20 & 27)
· You are chosen (Ephesians 2:10, 1 Peter 2:9)
· You are empowered (Acts 1:8)
Proclaim the good news
· “Good news” in this verse is the word for GOSPEL, but it is a VERB!
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2097/kjv/tr/0-1/
 
· Did you know the Gospel is not just a NOUN but a VERB? Not just a knowledge to profess, but an ACT to perform? 
· The good news is the Kingdom, and the King of that Kingdom.
· The Kingdom – a blessed way to live – Righteousness, Peace, Joy (Romans 14:17)
· You are called by Jesus to proclaim the Gospel. (Mark 16:15)
“To the Poor”
· Meaning - “destitute of wealth, influence, position, honor… Lacking anything” https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4434/kjv/tr/0-1/
· Rethink “poor.” Not just money.
“he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.”
What might that look like?
· Who, what, and where did Jesus do this?
· Who – anyone in need
· What – any need (physical & spiritual)
· Where – any where (not just a church sanctuary)

· 	Who, what, and where will you do this? This is your mission as well.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Did Jesus fulfill this mission?
Are we fulfilling this mission?
Let’s investigate further.
He has sent me

· This is the Word for Apostle (Sent one), but again Jesus has taken a noun and made it a verb!
· Our calling in God is more than a noun/title, but an action verb.
· Is our Church/your ministry a noun only… or an action verb! 

to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
· Freedom – The word for Remission/Forgiveness – strongly related to salvation experience.
· Prisoner – Specifically a prisoner of war, those held captive who need remission/forgiveness.
· Picture a POW camp – this is where we are called. It is not pretty.
Picture a hospital – this is where we are called. It is not pretty.
Picture a person who has done things they are ashamed of – this is where we are called. It is not pretty.
· Do we want a “pretty mission” or the powerful mission of Jesus that finds people who are in need and gives them hope?

recovery of sight for the blind, 
· Blind – Literal and mental blindness https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g5185/niv/mgnt/0-1/
· Where literal blindness or mental blindness it is a supernatural recovery!
· Mental blindness – HELPING PEOPLE SEE HOPE AGAIN! This need is everywhere!
to set the oppressed free, 
· To set – is once again the noun “apostle” being used as a verb. https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g649/niv/mgnt/0-1/
· Free – is once again the word for Remission/Forgiveness
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g859/niv/mgnt/0-1/
· Oppressed – crushed, bruised, broken
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2352/niv/mgnt/0-1/
· Who might be the oppressed in our world? (invite them to share ideas)
· Social injustice
· Systemic victims
· Asylum seekers trying to escape violence
· Child abuse, sex trafficking victims
· THERE ARE MANY MORE! THE NEED IS GREAT!
· It is not pretty, but it is our mission. 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
· Favor – means “that most blessed time when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound.” https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1763/niv/mgnt/0-1/
· This is good news! The best news! It includes…
· The salvation of the KING.
· The favor/blessing of His Kingdom. 
· Year – Not literally a year, but gives a warning that our message is time sensitive. 
· When should we act?  NOW!
This is the mission statement of Jesus!  He fulfilled His mission, but He is calling us to this mission.
Will you take up this mission? Answer this..
· Who will be your mission? What people group or individual will you impact?
· Where will you go to serve them? 
· What will you do to turn your nouns (Good news, Apostle, Church) into verbs?
· What needs to change in you?
*Offer instant ways to mission – call to action*

1) Who you might present it to and why (given the topic of “mission”); 
Leadership/church board who might be on the fence or hesitant about mission values.
--
To those already passionate about mission to fire them up and underline the Biblical understanding of mission.
--
An entire congregation that is struggling with materialism and apathy.

2) why you chose this passage instead of the other; 
I have always been drawn to Jesus’ quotation of Isaiah 61. I could easily use the Isaiah 58 chapter to draw the same conclusion, but I see an easier way to express the theme with Jesus’ quote of Isaiah 61. 

3) what it has to do with what your church perceives as its call to mission;
Our calling TO DO (ACTION VERB) things in our world.
We are not called to simply attend Church, but to be the Church, and to “Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and Go change the world.”
4) if it does not match your church’s perceived call to mission, how you might change that perception. 
The need for an understood mission that is full of action is important. We need a reminder of this regularly and we need to underline and celebrate it as it is being carried out. 

