Jesus According to Mark 1: John the Baptist 
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Beside the bible… What is your Favorite Book?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ


Q- Who wrote the book of Mark?  What do we know about the author and this book?

Most scholars believe Mark was the first gospel written. The author, John Mark, was not one of the original 12 disciples, nor did he follow Jesus in his earthly ministry. We first meet John Mark as a young man who failed on the mission field when he became homesick (Acts 13:13). Thankfully that failure did not define Mark. Later he felt led to give his account and perspective on the life of Jesus Christ.  
The book of Mark is a collection of all the 1st hand reports Mark heard about Jesus… what is written down in this book is what impacted Mark the most of those stories he heard. It is the Jesus that Mark received and wanted to share with the world… The central figure in Mark is Jesus and every word in the book points to Jesus.
So of course the book starts off with… John the Baptist?!  Q- Why would a book about Jesus start off with John the Baptist? Why is John the Baptist important to the story of Jesus?  What was the Baptist doing?  

John the Baptist was the one prophesied as the Forerunner to the Messiah. Mark quotes 2 scriptures here to serve as proof of Jesus as Messiah and that John the Baptist was preparing the way of the Lord. He was connecting Old Testament prophecy to what was happening at the beginning of the New Testament. Also, in a Hebrew Context, to quote those 2 verses would bring those entire Chapters to the minds of the Jewish readers. These are strong proofs that are easily glossed over because we don’t know the context.

John Mark then describes how John the Baptist was dressed. Q- How was John the Baptist dressed? (Mark1:6) Q- Why should we care about how John the Baptist was dressed? Does this have any meaning?
Everything in this book was put in for a reason, even how John the Baptist was dressed. Let’s explain.

John the Baptist is the fulfillment of Malachi 4:5-6. John the Baptist isn’t literally Elijah, but He is as Luke 1:17 says the one going before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah. The description of John the Baptist’s dress was exactly like what we read in 2 Kings 1:8 describing Elijah. It is not a coincidence that they dressed the same or that Mark recorded it for us to see.  This was all done to show us Jesus is Lord. 
Mark not only tried to show the happenings of the life of Jesus, he attempted to tie it to the fulfillment of Old Testament scripture. Q- What can we learn from that? How can we do that in our life?

Q- John the Baptist would baptize with what? (Water) He said Jesus would baptize with what? (Holy Spirit)

Anyone can baptize you with water, but only Jesus can baptize you in the Spirit. Jesus is still the Spirit baptizer. Although John was not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandal, he baptized Jesus in the Jordan river. Q- What happened next? {Mark 1:10-11} Q- What was the significance of this? Who was this sign for?
The sign, the open heaven, the Spirit descending, and the voice was for the people present. The sign wasn’t for Jesus – He knew who he was. Mark discovered who Jesus was and then wrote a book to help others discover. Little did he know that his book would find its way into our hands here tonight. Imagine his joy when he finds out his testimony of Christ has stood throughout time..
Q- [Internal] What if what you were learning about Jesus found its way into the hands of others? What would that look like?  What do you know about Jesus that would change someone’s life? Will you share?
Vision:  Read the Book of Mark! Learn about this guy named Jesus so you can share Him with others.


Next Week we are covering Mark chapter 2
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 1:1-6 (NIV)
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”—
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
1:7-8 (NIV)

And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize you with[f] the Holy Spirit.”
1:9-11 (NIV)
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Malachi 3:1 (NIV)

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LordAlmighty.

4:5-6 (NIV)

“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”
Isaiah 40:3-5 & 9-11 (NIV)

A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord[a]; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 
 Matthew 11:13-14 (NIV)

13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.

 Luke 1:17 (NIV)
And he[John the Baptist] will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
2 Kings 1:8 

8 They replied, “He had a garment of hair and had a leather belt around his waist.”
The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.”
Vision:  Read the Book of Mark! Learn about this guy named Jesus so you can share Him with others.



Next Week we are covering Mark chapter 2
