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Personal Introduction and Thanks. (SLIDE- FAMILY PHOTO)

Happy Labor Day Weekend—
· Late 19th century holiday that recognized the contributions of the workers of America.

My topic is GENEROSITY and I’d like you to close your eyes for a moment and think of someone you would define as “GENEROUS” 
· What qualities make them generous to you?
· What did they give or share that makes you think of them?
· How was your life directly impacted by their generosity?

I wish I could have you share with me your thoughts and we could thank God for those people together. 

Webster’s defines GENEROSITY as--
1. The quality of being kind (Mother Teresa)
2. The quality of being plentiful or large (slice of pie)

Ok… well, I wanted more so I asked my nephew, and he gave me this definition, that I really like: 
Generosity is the willing giving of a limited resource regardless of the perceived value of that resource. 

In line with that definition, the theme of today’s message is that “Generosity isn’t about how much you have, but rather about trusting God with all you have.”

We will talk about:
1. The different kinds of generosity we can experience and share
2. How God is the source and Jesus the best example of generosity
3. The Dark Side of Generosity
4. How we can cooperate with God to cultivate a lifestyle of generosity.

But before we begin, let me introduce you to something I call “Broccoli Prayers”—
· Prayers God is QUICK and EAGER to answer
· Example: “Lord, show up” or “Lord, grow me” or “Lord, outdo me in generosity.”
· Buckle up though, you will find yourself in all sorts of situations to extend and stretch your concept of generosity… but… sure enough, God WILL show up. He WILL grow you. He WILL somehow out do you in generosity! 

So, let’s first look at the kinds of generosity we can experience and share… Did you know that there are actually 7 forms of generosity?... and I would add an 8th 
1. Money
2. Time
3. Things
4. Thoughts (Prayers)
5. Words (Exhortation)
6. Influence (Networking/Connecting)
7. Attention (Ministry of “presence”)
      (8) WHO YOU ARE (Smile, Touch, Inclusion, etc.—willingness to be known)



Where does generosity come from? 

God is the inventor of generosity—and he has given us the Bible to show us how it works.
· Abraham and Genesis 12:1-3 
· The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
· 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.[a]
3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”[b]

Whatever we possess to “give” has FIRST been given to us! (Every good and perfect gift) 


Jesus, as the picture of God’s love for us, is our best example of Generosity

1. Money
2. Time
3. Things
4. Thoughts (Prayers)
5. Words (Exhortation)
6. Influence (Networking/Connecting)
7. Attention (Ministry of “presence”)
      (8) WHO YOU ARE (Smile, Touch, etc.)

	Money
	Lived simply vs extravagantly

	Time
	Spent much of his time doing what others needed or wanted of him

	Things
	Table Fellowship with Pharisees AND sinners

	Thoughts (Prayers)
	Prayed for his friends, his food, the healing of others

	Words (Exhortation)
	Daughter- to the bleeding woman; White-washed tombs- to the religious leaders

	Influence (Networking/Connecting)
	Woman, this is your son; Son, this is your mother

	Attention (Ministry of Presence)
	When he was with someone; he was really WITH them; gave 

	WHO YOU ARE
	Literally gave his life for us and our salvation- that begins today!





SHADOW MISSION of GENEROSITY—Pride and Selfishness… what you get out of it
· Personal fame and recognition
· Self-satisfaction and independence (made to be dependent on God and interdependent on people)
· Strings-Attached pseudo generosity (quid pro quo)


So… what do we do? How do we cultivate a life of generosity so that it really isn’t about WHAT we have but about trusting God with ALL that we have. 

Well, it is NOT about twisting God’s arm to give us stuff but about cooperating with God for the blessing of the world.

The Bible calls it “Seeking first the Kingdom.” Matthew 6:33
· Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, is talking all about how life God’s way is a upside down from what the people understood.
· Those who mourn are blessed by God
· Rather than avoiding murder, the charge is to avoid hatred in your heart
· Life becomes not about ACTIONS alone, but about the STATE OF THE HEART

The Kingdom of God is wherever God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven—
· Our communities
· Our church
· Our hearts


When we seek that first, and then respond as God leads… he will provide all that we need and more
· God can do more than we can dream or imagine—Ephesians 3:20
· Good Measure, packed down, shaken and running over—Luke 6:38


So… HOW do we SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM with Generosity?
1. We learn about generosity
2. We reflect gratitude for those who have been generous with us, especially God
3. We build and then cultivate a life of generosity through “reciprocal TRUST”
· Trusting God to provide- Prov 3:9-10
· Honor the LORD with you wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. Then He will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine.
· Stewarding what’s been entrusted to you- Luke 16:10
· Whoever can be trusted with little can also be trusted with much. Whoever is dishonest with little will also be dishonest with much.
4. We call out generosity in and for others through our example and our stories.


And so… let me leave you with these thoughts:

Who has been generous to you? Thank them.

How can you begin to cultivate a lifestyle of generosity today?

What does it look like in your life to “Seek First the Kingdom?”

Let’s Pray
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