Welcome
We are in the 2nd week of our message series – The Underdog’s Playbook.
Last week we talked about the strategy of stepping out.
Today I want to talk to you about going From Serving to Slaying: Your Unseen Path to Victory.

I was young teenager who went to Church. I noticed they needed help…
· I came early to set up their sound equipment, set up chairs, and clean the space.
· I started to help lead worship by singing.
· I learned piano, because they needed help.
· I gave rides in my car to anyone who wanted to come to Church.
· I started small groups to help minister to young adults.
· I started preaching to help the church.
I did small things that would help. Those small humble things became BIG THINGS in my life.
Sometimes, the path to our greatest victories doesn’t start with power or status—it starts with simple, humble service.
Do you have a humble story like that? 

Let’s be honest—we live in a culture that glorifies status, not service.
· We celebrate CEOs, not interns.
· We celebrate champions, not the trainers behind the scenes.
· We celebrate influencers with millions of followers, not the ones making a difference in the background.
And the message we hear over and over is: “If you want to be great, you need to stand out, get ahead, and make a name for yourself.”
But what if…
· The key to greatness isn’t getting noticed, but being faithful?
· The key to winning isn’t pushing ahead but stepping back to help others?
· The key to victory isn’t strength, but humility?
This is what God’s kingdom is all about.
And David’s story shows us exactly how this works.


We know that David ends up facing and defeating a giant named Goliath, but how did he get there?
In 1 Samuel 17, David’s father Jesse sends him on an errand.
"Now Jesse said to his son David, 'Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp.'"
(1 Samuel 17:17, NIV)
He had a picnic basket… is that your picture of a warrior?
He was the earliest example of uber eats, or door dash.
He was serving his dad and older brothers… is that your picture of a king?
David’s journey to the battlefield didn’t start with a sword—it started with a sandwich.

David wasn’t asked to fight. He was asked to serve.
· He wasn’t sent to be a warrior.
· He wasn’t sent to make history.
· He was sent to deliver food. (Uber Eats)

Through Service, David became a Champion.

Servants are Champions.
This is counter intuitive.
The servant seems like the underdog.
The champion is surely the one being served…
Because David was faithful in serving, he ended up in the right place at the right time….
And that’s when he saw Goliath, and went out to defeat him.
We would not know sword wielding David, if there was never a sandwich delivering David.
Underdog Strategy:
1. Show Up to Serve, Not to Be Seen
· David wasn’t looking for a spotlight—he was running an errand.
· True champions don’t chase recognition—they choose faithfulness.
Action Step: Look for ways to serve where you are, even when no one is watching.

David’s story is incredible—but he’s not the ultimate example of this.
Jesus is.
Jesus didn’t come demanding power. He came serving.
"The greatest among you will be your servant."
(Matthew 23:11, NIV)
And then He proved it.
"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
(Mark 10:45, NIV)
· Jesus didn’t fight for a throne—He washed feet.
· Jesus didn’t take up a sword—He took up a cross.
· Jesus didn’t defeat Rome—He defeated death.
· Jesus’ life was not about receiving, but giving!
And in the end… His humility brought about a victory that changed the world.


2. Be Faithful in the Small Things
· The Small Things are Bigger than you think.
· Faithfulness to small tasks builds trust.
· Unfaithfulness to small tasks destroys trust.
· “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” (Luke 16:10 NIV)
· If you’re too big to serve, you’re too small to lead.
Action Step: Instead of looking for a bigger opportunity, start being faithful in the smaller ones.

3. Trust God to Turn Your Service Into Strength
· God uses service to prepare you for something greater.
· "Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up."
(James 4:10, NIV)

Stop worrying about the outcome—serve with excellence and trust God with the results.

We serve a God who notices our small acts of faith.

What should you do?
Some of you are waiting for a big moment.
· Waiting for the right opportunity.
· Waiting for the big break.
· Waiting for someone to notice you.
But what if your big moment starts with small service?
David didn’t wait for a battle. He served.
Jesus didn’t wait for recognition. He served.
And you? Your breakthrough might be waiting on your willingness to serve.
Where are you serving?
· Job/school
· Family
· Church
· Community
Text #NEXT STEPS to 469-467-8111
· Learn about your Mission, Gifting, Purpose
· Learn how to serve 

Imagine what would happen if we all lived like David…
· If we served without needing to be noticed.
· If we stepped into small acts of obedience, trusting God with the results.
· If we let humility, not ambition, lead us to our greatest victories.
David showed up with a sandwich… and left with a victory.
Jesus picked up a towel… and changed the world.
What might God do through your faithfulness today?

Musicians
Time to Act
1. Start Where You Are
Don’t wait for a bigger opportunity. Be faithful now.
· Find 1 small way to serve. Step up. Step in. Start now.
2. Serve With No Strings Attached
David wasn’t looking for a reward—he was just serving his brothers.
Jesus wasn’t serving to get something—He was serving to give.
· Look for one way to serve someone without expecting recognition.
3. Trust That God Sees You
God sees your faithfulness… hard work… generosity
· NOW - Worship, Pray, Believe


