Essential Beliefs
It is our desire to always be a church that holds these beliefs. We count the following as essential doctrine of Redemption Church and require all Pastors and Board members to agree with this doctrinal identity. 
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- Deuteronomy 6:4 - "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one."
- Isaiah 43:10-11 - "Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me... I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior."
- Isaiah 44:6 - "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.'"
- 1 Corinthians 8:4 - "...there is no God but one."
- 1 Timothy 2:5 - "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."
- James 2:19 – “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.”
2. Jesus is God
- Colossians 1:15 - The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

- Colossians 2:9 - "For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily"
- John 1:1,14 - "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us"
- John 14:9 - Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
- John 20:28 - Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
- Philippians 2:5-7 - " 5 …have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness."
- Titus 2:13 - "Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ"

3. Salvation and our response to the Gospel
The saving message of the Gospel is preached for the first time in Acts 2. The response to the Gospel is Belief, Repentance, Baptism, and an experience with the Holy Spirit.
-Acts 2:38 - "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins"
a. Belief/Faith in the death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ.
-Ephesians 2:8-9  "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."

-John 3:16 John 3:16 - "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."

b. Repentance
- Luke 13:3 - "No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."

- 2 Corinthians 7:10 - "For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation"
-2 Peter 3:9 – “He (the Lord) is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
c. Baptism in the name of Jesus for the remission/forgiveness of sins

- Romans 6:4 - 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

- Colossians 2:11-12  In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

We baptize in the name of Jesus
- Acts 2:38 - "...“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins."
- Acts 8:16 - "...they had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus"
- Acts 10:48 - "And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ"
- Acts 19:5 - "On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus"
- Colossians 3:17 – “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
d. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit

- John 14:16-17 - "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth."
- Acts 1:8 - "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
We celebrate a powerful book of Acts encounter with the Holy Spirit. We notice the presence of “tongues” in the description of the infilling of believers.
- Acts 2:4 - "And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues"
- Acts 10:44-46 - "The Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word... for they were hearing them speaking in tongues" (Acts 11:15)
- Acts 19:6 - "And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying"
4. The Bible is the unfailing Word of God

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17 "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
- 2 Peter 1:20-21 - "Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."
- Romans 10:17 - "Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ."
- Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."
5. The continuing work of the Holy Spirit
We believe the Gifts of the Spirit are still building up the Church of Jesus Christ. 
- 1 Corinthians 12 & 14 - word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues
- 1 Corinthians 12:31 “eagerly desire the greater gifts.”
