Edinburgh Mission Conference
In 1910 a World Missionary Conference was held in Edinburgh, Scotland. For 10 days the group of protestants from other denominations heard speeches and debate over 8 separate subjects having to do with the worldwide mission of the church.
The 8 subjects:
1. The transport of the Gospel to the whole non-Christian world.
2. The church in the mission field.
3. The place of education in national Christian life
4. The message of Christian missions in relation to non-Christian faiths.
5. The preparation of missionaries.
6. The home base of mission.
7. Missions and governments.
8. The promotion of Christian unity.
“The missionary conference in Edinburgh marks the beginning of the twentieth century ecumenical movement.” (Noll 271) What began in 1910 eventually became the 1948 founding of the World Council of Churches.  Although the conference was limited to protestants and did not have any Catholic voices in attendance, it remains an unprecedented gathering of different denominal ministers all gathered around the central important idea of evangelism. 
	The first of its kind conference was the “high tide of the Western missionary expansion, which had gathered strength all throughout the 19th century.” (Noll 271) In the 1800s the Christian Church “increased more rapidly than at any time since the fourth century. (Noll 217) Although this is a crest point in a What is called a “turning point” by Mark Noll is the symbolism of a dawning consciousness concerning the worldwide extension of the faith. (Noll 292) 
It is likely the conference brought a change that the attendees did not expect. “Edinburgh marked a turning point because it represented just about the last moment when ‘worldwide Christianity’ could in any meaningful sense be equated with the Christianity of Europe and North America.” (Noll 272-273) As the gospel planted churches in new cultures, these churches did not reflect the culture of the Western world. It is human nature to think that our culture picture is the correct picture, yet Christ works within every culture if we will only let Him. Likely the attendees were “foolish to think that Christian expansion throughout the world would replicate a faith that looked pretty much as it appeared in the precincts” of the meeting hall. (Noll 292) 
The gospel od Jesus Christ is not to belong to the western world only. This conference and the birth of ecumenicism helped bring the Gospel to the ends of the earth, just as Christ had told His disciples in Acts 1:8.

Acts 1:8 (NIV) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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