Deep Dive: Children and Youth Ministries (Under Disciples Home Missions)
The Disciples Youth ministry, an initiative of Disciples Home Missions, stands as a reimagining of youth formation. Its mission is not confined to Sunday mornings, but rather, it seeks to spark an intergenerational community rooted in the radical love of Jesus Christ. In their words, “We are dreamers and doers, advocates and allies, seekers and sojourners-all journeying together toward a deeper understanding of God, self, and community.” (discipleshomemissions.org/ministry-programs/disciples-youth/)
Disciples Youth is a ministry of Disciples Home Missions, which was formed in the late 1960s and early 1970s during the major denominational restructuring that transitioned the United Christian Missionary Society into separate ministries for domestic and international work. Since then, Disciples Youth has continued to evolve as part of DHM’s mission to equip and inspire leaders for ministry with young people across the United States and Canada. (discipleshomemissions.org/about)
To empower youth leaders-whether seasoned pastors or volunteers just beginning their journey-the ministry offers creative spiritual formation tools, a thoughtfully curated resource hub (complete with adaptable lesson plans, curriculum guides, and digital content), and interactive leadership workshops. Topics span from intergenerational dialogue and mental health awareness to digital discipleship and community organizing, all delivered within a framework that honors authenticity and inclusivity. (discipleshomemissions.org/ministry-programs/disciples-youth)
In the Southwest: CCSW’s Youth Ministry Landscape
In the Christian Church in the Southwest (CCSW)-which spans Texas, New Mexico, and the Panhandle of Oklahoma-youth ministry is woven into a rich tapestry of regional efforts, informed by shared vision, grants, camps, and leadership roles.  
Camps and Retreats are central to this ministry expression. Youth gravitate toward immersive experiences at places like Lake Brownwood Christian Retreat, Disciple Oaks Camp & Retreat, and Disciples Crossing Camp-locations where outdoor adventures intertwine with spiritually reflective sessions designed to deepen both faith and community. (ccsw.org/youth)
A significant anchor for youth growth is the Youth Leadership-CYLS program, which intentionally cultivates leadership skills through hands-on workshops, mentorship, and group projects. These initiatives enable young participants to become intentional church leaders and community advocates. (ccsw.org/youth)
In 2021, CCSW called Rev. Heather Reed as their Community Regional Minister for Children and Youth. Her leadership helped shepherd camps and conferences through the challenges of the pandemic, ensuring youth engagement and safety across the region. (Reconnecting Community Docket CCSW Regional Assembly 2022)
Conclusion
Disciples Youth offers a nationally resourced, intergenerational vision for ministry that equips leaders with tools for justice-oriented, reflective faith formation. In parallel, CCSW brings that vision to life on the ground-through camps, leadership programs, service, and intentional spiritual formation-guided by regional ministers like Rev. Reed who translate the energy of Disciples Youth into tangible, local ministries.




