Chris Fluitt: Worship week 5 assignment #2

Redemption Church
Vision: Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, & God Change the World

The following is a worship order that is focused on theology, vision, and the 9 characteristics of a vital and faithful congregation (Long).
Worship Service Outline
PRE-SERVICE: 3pm 
Pre-service work & setup starts 90 minutes before service. (The earliest we can get into our rental) We prepare, clean, and set up our space to receive people for God. We have signage, road flags, stage, Sunday school classrooms, communion & welcome tables, musical and visual equipment, and a coffee bar that needs to be set up and ready to serve others. 

Who: Dream Team (Our volunteers)
Theology: “Serve the LORD with gladness!” Psalm 100:2
We want to serve the Lord in preparing for the service. We want to instill that THIS is part of our worship.
We are making our neighbor a priority. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Leviticus 19:18, Mark 12:31)

#2 “Make planned and concerted efforts to show hospitality to the stranger.” (Long p. 13)
#5 “Creatively adapt the space and environment of worship.” (Long p. 13)

Vision: Serve Others
We are working for the Lord and for others. Our effort is going to help bring someone closer to Christ.

Pre-service ministry huddles and prayer: 3:50pm
Now that we have the space prepared, we prepare our hearts. 40 Minutes before service, we gather our Dream Team to organize assignments, cast vision, and to pray over the needs in our team. We instill that WE NEED JESUS as much as anyone else. We pray a prayer of repentance and openness to God. These pre-service meetings foster discipleship and grow leaders.

Who: Dream Team (our team of volunteers) and the meeting is led by team leaders

Theology: “Worship does not come naturally to us, fundamentally, because we are sinners. All of our relationships - with God, with each other, and with creation - are damaged.” (Van Dyk Kindle Locations 441-442) We must prepare our hearts for worship, and this means addressing sin and turning back to the focus of our worship, Jesus.

“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23-23)
Vision: Love God, Grow Faith
This directs our hearts toward God – Love God.
This directs us towards discipleship – Grow Faith.

Preservice Hospitality: 4pm
The time has come for us to give radical hospitality to our guests. From the parking lot to our lobby and coffee bar, and then into the sanctuary, we serve others. 

Theology: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.” (Hebrews 13:2) 
#2 “Make planned and concerted efforts to show hospitality to the stranger.” (Long p. 13) 

Vision: Serve Others
By serving others we turn outsiders into insiders.
By serving others we go from “consumers to contributors.” (Rick Warren – Purpose Driven Church)

In-Service: Worship service starts at 4:30pm
Our leaders (worship leaders, scripture readers, speakers etc.) in this service are people we are investing in as leaders of the Church. They represent Redemption Church and must embody the vision – Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and Go Change the World. They must be active worshippers. 

Our service order is relatively stable.
Vison: Love God
Theology: #7 “Maintain a relatively stable order of service and a significant repertoire of worship elements and responses that the congregation knows by heart. (Long p. 13)
#9 “Have strong, charismatic pastors as worship leaders. (Long p. 13-14)

SERVICE START
Opening Song (High Energy and Joyful): House of the Lord - Phil Wickham 
Vision: Love God
Theology: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! (Psalm 95:1-2)

Vision and Theology is the same for all our worship music efforts. Love God and Praise the Lord in song.

Greeting and invitation to connect
Who: A team leader – often the Pastor.
A simple welcome to Redemption Church
· An invitation to connect – Fill out a connect Card.
· An invitation to celebrate communion during worship. Over the next 2 songs would be a great time to remember Jesus through communion. We have communion available…
· A focus on our vision – “Redemption Church exists to do 4 things! Say them with me – Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and God Change the World.”
Theology: #6 Forge a strong connection between worship and local mission—a connection expressed in every aspect of the worship service 
#7 Maintain a relatively stable order of service and a significant repertoire of worship elements and responses that the congregation knows by heart. (Long p. 13) 
Vision: Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and God Change the World

2 Songs back-to-back
A Thousand Hallelujahs by Brooke Ligertwood
Firm Foundation (He Won’t) by Cody Carnes

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:10-12 (NIV)
We have a monthly scripture memory reading that we incorporate into our worship. A dream team volunteer comes up and lead the congregation in the reading.

Who: This week it is a young (18-year-old) girl named Savannah. A Dream Team worker and recent disciple. Growing faith and making new leaders.

Ephesians 3:10-12 (NIV)
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,
11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.
Theology: “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Psalm 119:11

Vision: Grow Faith


Song: Every Praise by Hezekiah Walker
We follow Scripture reading with another song. This particular song is an eclectic choice being a modern black gospel tune.

Theology: “#5 Emphasize congregational music that is both excellent and eclectic in style and genre” (Long p. 13)
Vision: Love God

Children’s Dismissal
One of our worship team members announces our Children’s dismissal to Treehouse Sunday School. They line up the kids and the Children’s team takes them to their classrooms. This is a clear explained transition in our service.

Theology: Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

“The church must be a safe environment. To promote this, clear guidelines designed to exclude sexual, physical, and spiritual abuse and manipulation must be in place. (Wilhoit p. 28) 

Vision: Grow Faith

Offering
One of our Dream Team members thanks the people for their giving and shares a recent mission victory. It may be a local ministry like a food bank or a benevolence effort, or it could be a global mission that we are supporting. Whether near or far we connect the victory to the gifts given and underline the change we are making in the world.

We then take up the offering physically and digitally.

Theology: #6 “Forge a strong connection between worship and local mission—a connection expressed in every aspect of the worship service.” (Long p. 13)
Vision: Go Change the World

Sermon Bumper Video
We use a video transition with a video introduction to the sermon. It should capture the imagination and ask questions that are answered in the sermon.

Theology: #3 “Have recovered and made visible the sense of drama inherent in Christian worship”
#5 “Creatively adapt the space and environment of worship.” (Long (p. 13)
Vision: Grow Faith

Sermon
The sermon is designed to meet a relevant issue in the lives of people and highlight Christ as a solution. The goal of the sermon is transformation and always ends with a call to action.
Sermon Title – Are you at a dead end? Here’s how to start again.
Sermon theme – Repentance is a turn-around 
Scripture text – Acts 2:37-38
Sermon Takeaway - If you want a fresh start, it will require a new direction.
Goal – Repentance – turn towards Christ.

Theology: #3 “Have recovered and made visible the sense of drama inherent in Christian worship.” (Long p. 13)
“The narratives of scripture were not meant to describe our world ... but to change the world, including the one in which we now live. (Van Dyk Kindle Locations 799-800)

Vision: Grow faith, Go change the world
 
Ministry moment – Call to Action
At the close of the sermon we have a call to action. This call includes repentance, prayer together, and worship in response to the sermon. This is also a time for people to make their profession of faith. During this time, we play more worship songs and push for a spiritual and joyful moment.

Songs: Healer by Kari Jobe, Worthy of it all by Cici Winans
As I close the sermon, I will say something like… “So what? And now what? What should you do with this information… Here is what I want you to do…”
Call to action:
1. Do you need a fresh start?  Are you willing to travel a new direction?
a. Define the change you need to make.
b. Come pray for a life change.
i. Anyone who comes I (or my team) lead through a prayer of repentance.
2. Part of your new direction is to make restitution.
a. You are forgiven by God. Need to forgive someone? Pray.
b. Is God dealing with you to make something right? Pray and follow up and do that right thing this week.
Theology:
#8 “Move to a joyous festival experience toward the end of the worship service.” (Long p. 13)
#1 “Make room, somewhere in worship, for the experience of mystery. (Long p. 13)
This ministry time is an act of “responding as an Outflow of the Priesthood of All Believers.” In this moment we take spiritual responsibility and respond spiritually. (Wilhoit p. 168)

This time of ministry is also a challenge to change through openness. We are “creating a culture of openness” when we expect people to come with their problems to pray and to act on what the Spirit was leading them to do. (Wilhoit p. 65)
Vision: Grow faith, Go change the World

Service Close
After we have spent time responding to the message and ministering to those who want transformation, we have a sermon close.
Who & what: One of our team leaders comes and closes our service.
It is key to focus us for the week in a timely manner and help people take their next steps (to be discipled and to disciple others).  During the service close our greeting staff goes to their positions to be ready to greet everyone on their way out.
Here is our service close for this week.
1. Thank you for coming.
2. Announcements
a. Need a NEW DIRECTION? Connect Group Semester sign up. 
b. Next Steps class is next week. Sign up and take your next step! 
3. Vision – “We exist for 4 reasons… say them with me – Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and Go Change the World.
Theology: #6 Forge a strong connection between worship and local mission—a connection expressed in every aspect of the worship service
#7 Maintain a relatively stable order of service and a significant repertoire of worship elements and responses that the congregation knows by heart. (Long p. 13)
Vision: “Love God, Grow Faith, Serve Others, and Go Change the World”
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