Chris Fluitt: Assignment week 7
Theology of the Laity
Relationship is at the center of the Christian faith. The relationship between the laity and clergy is vital in Christ’s Church. 

The laity is the general membership of the church, excluding those who have been ordained as clergy. The laity participate in the life and mission of Jesus without holding a clerical office. The laity have an essential role in the church, which includes: 
· Participating in worship and sacraments
· Engaging in the life and mission of the church through various ministries and community activities.
· Supporting the church through stewardship, which includes time, talent, and treasure.
· Witnessing their faith in their daily lives and communities.
The role of the laity is essential for the church's vitality, and they are encouraged to live out their faith actively in the world.

The Clergy are individuals selected through ordination to serve in a leadership and sacramental role within the church. They have received specific training and have been given authority to perform certain religious rites and duties. The clergy typically includes:
· Pastors and Ministers: Responsible for leading worship services, preaching, administering the sacraments (such as Communion, Baptism, Weddings), providing pastoral care, and offering spiritual guidance.
· Deacons: Often involved in service-oriented ministries, assisting in liturgical functions, and supporting the pastoral and charitable work of the church.
The clergy have a distinctive role in maintaining the church's doctrinal integrity, teaching, and life. They are seen as shepherds guiding their congregations in faith and practice.
While the laity and clergy have different functions within the Christian tradition, their relationship is essential. Both supportive relationships of laity and clergy are vital to the church's mission and operation, with the laity actively engaging in the world and the clergy not only engaging the world but also equipping the laity with spiritual leadership and sacramental ministry.

The theology of the laity in the Disciples of Christ denomination is rooted in the concept of the priesthood of all believers, which asserts that all baptized Christians have a direct relationship with God and are called to serve in the church's mission. (Ordination service p 3) This priesthood is central to the Disciples of Christ belief and structure. This principle is founded on scriptural passages such as 1 Peter 2:9, which declares, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light." This priesthood is all believers.
Baptism in the Disciples of Christ tradition is more than a rite of initiation; it is an affirmation, confession, and commissioning for ministry. The baptismal service includes a confession of faith, typically articulated through the affirmation: "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and do you proclaim Christ to be Lord and Savior of the world and also of your life?" (Disciples of Christ, Baptism Order p3). The immersion symbolizes the believer’s participation in Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. (Romans 6:4)
This rite underscores the belief that each individual is called into ministry through baptism. As noted in The Ministry of the Baptized, “the authority for ministry comes with baptism,” and “all baptized share in Christ’s identity and mission as the priesthood of all believers.” (Alban Institute). This emphasis that every baptized member has a role in the church's mission reinforces the idea of shared responsibility and ministry among all believers.
In the Disciples of Christ tradition, the laity is entrusted with various roles and responsibilities within the church, which may include teaching, leadership, worship participation, and outreach. The church recognizes and values the diverse gifts of its members, encouraging each person to contribute according to their abilities and calling.
The congregational polity of the Disciples of Christ, which emphasizes democratic decision-making, reflects this inclusive approach. Decisions within the church are made with significant input from the laity, underscoring the importance of collective discernment and participation in the faith community.

Ordination in the Disciples of Christ tradition formally recognizes a particular calling to ministry rather than a sacrament. The ordination service includes several key elements: the presentation and examination of the candidate, the laying on of hands, prayer, and a charge to the ordained. These elements highlight the candidate's readiness and commitment to ministry and the community's role in supporting and affirming their call. (Ordination Service)
The ordination liturgy emphasizes that ordained ministers are to serve as leaders among equals, guiding and equipping the laity for their ministries. This relationship is not hierarchical but collaborative, reflecting the mutual respect and shared mission that characterize the Disciples of Christ's understanding of church leadership. The guidelines for ordination further elaborate on this concept of “shared ministry” within the relationship of laity and clergy. (Ordination Service) This underscores the idea that ordained ministers are called to serve the community by nurturing and facilitating the ministries of all believers.

The relationship between the laity and the ordained in the Disciples of Christ tradition is marked by mutual respect and collaboration. Ordained ministers serve as shepherds, guiding and equipping the laity for service. (Eph 4:12) However, this leadership is seen within the context of mutual accountability and shared mission, with the laity and the ordained co-laborers in Christ's vineyard. (1 Corinthians 3:9)

Conclusion: 
There is One Lord. (Eph 4:5) Neither the Clergy nor Laity are to Lord over one another. Rather, like our Christ, we are to serve one another.
The theology of the laity in the Disciples of Christ tradition emphasizes the priesthood of all believers, wherein each baptized Christian is considered a vital participant in the church's mission. The service of baptism initiates believers into this shared ministry, while the service of ordination recognizes and supports those called to serve in specific leadership roles. The relationship between the laity and the ordained is characterized by mutual respect, collaboration, and a shared commitment to the church's mission. This dynamic fosters a church environment where all members are empowered to live out their faith and contribute to the church's witness in the world.
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