Jesus according to Luke 9 – What Authority? (Chapters 20-21)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Who is someone you know that is physically strong?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 9th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We are looking at chapters 20 & 21 of Luke. These 2 chapters take place during the last week before Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Chapter 20 features the attacks of religious teachers. Q- How was Jesus attacked in Luke 20:2? (They questioned his authority) 

Jesus is doing great things and teaching amazing things. Everything Jesus did honored God. And yet, these religious teachers did not recognize God’s authority in Jesus. Religious pride can teach about God, but then not recognize God. This is a definite lesson for us as we try to follow the teachings of Jesus. Q- How does Jesus respond to the questioning of His authority?

The religious people really did not have a clever question for Jesus. Of course Jesus did everything in God’s authority. Jesus was never shy about giving all glory to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ response was VERY CLEVER! He asked them of John’s baptism of forgiveness of sins, whether it was from heaven or man. These religious teachers resisted how God was using John the Baptist. Pridefully, they never wanted to accept God’s authority working in others, but in this case, they also did not want to denounce John because so many of the people readily recognized the authority of God in John, and so were baptized. Q-Do we as Christians have trouble recognizing God’s authority working in others?
Jesus follows up this interaction with the religious teachers by teaching us the parable of the tenants.
Q- Tell us about this parable. 

A man created a vineyard and rented it to farmers, just like God created this world and let mankind have rule over it for a time. When harvest time approached the owner sent servants to the renting farmers to receive a portion of the harvest. The renters beat the servants and sent them back to the owner empty handed. 3 times the owner patiently sent servants, only to have them mistreated & beaten. This is just as God has sent prophets to mankind with the truth of God’s commands to repent, but the prophets were not received; instead they were mistreated. Finally the owner sends his son to these cruel farmers, just like God has sent His only son Jesus Christ to us. The renters killed the son, and the listening religious teachers were conspiring at this moment to kill Jesus. Luke 20:19 says they knew the parable was about them.
The religious leaders sent spies to ask Jesus questions and to get something to use against him. Q- What question did these spies ask Jesus? (Luke 20:21) Q- How does Jesus respond?  Q- What does this teach you?
Jesus has a few other interactions with the teachers of the law, and then ends this chapter with a public warning against them. Q- What does Jesus want us to know? (Luke 20:45-47)

Jesus ends chapter 20 with a public rebuke of hypocritical religious teachers. Q- Jesus starts chapter 21 by praising who? And why? (The widow, because of her offering) Q- Compare and Contrast the religious teachers & the widow. 

The Lord judges on a different scale than we do. He did not compare monetary value but compared the level of sacrifice. It is amazing to see Luke place the teachers of the law right next to the widow. The hypocrites look even worse when standing next to the authentic widow. On the day of judgement do you want to be the religious hypocrite standing next to an authentic worshiper? It is good for us to remember that our deeds will be judged one day. Even more for us to realize that in judgement we will be standing in contrast to Jesus, and all fall short of His glory. Therefore we must have his salvation! We must be willing to recognize his authority publicly. Are you doing this? Do you have questions about salvation & serving the Lord? Please talk to us. We want you to make heaven your home & Jesus your Lord!
Do you have any questions about chapters 18 &19 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- “By what authority?” they asked. Do you recognize God’s authority in Jesus? Do you recognize God working in the lives of others? Are you a hypocrite? Will you repent? Are you like that authentic worshipping widow? Will you render to God what belongs to Him tonight? Let’s surrender our hearts in prayer.  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapter 22.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 20:1-3(NIV) One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. 2 “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 3 He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: 4 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
Luke 20:21-26(NIV) 21 So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22 Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 23 He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. 25 He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 26 They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.
Luke 20:45-47 (NIV) 45 While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”
Luke 21:1-2(NIV) As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,”He said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 22.
