Jesus according to Luke 8 – Unexpected Jesus (Chapters 18-19)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Do you like or dislike surprises? Why? 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the 8th week of “Jesus according to Luke.” We are looking at chapters 18 & 19 of Luke.

Luke 18 opens with a short parable about a persistent widow and an unjust judge. Q- Can we tell this story and understand what Jesus is teaching us? (Jesus gives us permission to persistently ask our just judge, God.)


Q- Jesus then gives a parable of the pharisee and the tax collector. Tell that story and give its meaning. (The pharisee was self-righteous and said in prayer “thank God I am not like this tax collector.” Then the pharisee offered his good works as proof of his righteousness. Meanwhile the tax collector confessed his sin and asked for mercy. The pharisee leaves with his own self-righteousness, and the tax collector leaves with God’s righteousness. Jesus then says “those that exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.)

Then Luke tells us not a parable, but an actual account of Jesus with children. Q- What happens in this story?
Jesus’ own disciples rebuked the approach of children, but Jesus sets the record straight. In order to approach God and his kingdom you must become like a child.

Sometimes Jesus is unexpected. His choices, his teaching, his example… is completely upside down.
Q- How is the persistent widow parable unexpected outcome? Q- How is the tax collector parable unexpected? 
Q- How is the account of Jesus and children unexpected?
Jesus is approached by a rich man. Q- What does the rich man ask? (“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”)
You would expect most people to comfort a rich man with nice words in hopes of receiving their patronage. Jesus does the unexpected again and the rich man departs. The rich man wanted to earn eternal life and Jesus lets us know that no one can earn it. If you try to earn eternal life, there will always be one more thing you lack. And the richer you are, the harder it is to pursue the source of eternal life. We must be willing to follow Christ above all other pursuits.

Q- At the end of chapter 18 a blind beggar asks Jesus for healing. Tell that story.
Q- Chapter 19 opens up with a short man climbing a tree. Tell that story.
The next thing that happens in chapter 19 is Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Q- Describe His entry and why it is important? 

When Jesus enters Jerusalem, He is welcomed as a king. This fulfills bible prophecy. He enters on a donkey. This too fulfills bible prophecy and reveals He comes as a prince of peace and not as a king set on war. This also marks the final week of Jesus’ life. The rest of the book of Luke takes place in a condensed amount of time… right before or right after the crucifixion & resurrection.

Although he marches toward Jerusalem to be received as king, he stops to heal a beggar and to go to the home of a tax collector named Zacchaeus. This unexpected Jesus is a friend to sinners. He is worth following. Even if you sold everything you had… even if you lost everything… even if it cost you your life… He is worth following.  
Q- Jesus does one final thing in Chapter 19. He goes to the temple and… someone, tell the story. (Drives out dishonest workers and they conspire to kill him)
Do you have any questions about chapters 18 &19 of Luke? Is there anything you would like to share from your study?
Internal Question- Jesus is a savior. He saves unexpectedly. Jesus is a healer. He heals unexpectedly. Jesus is an unexpected teacher & friend. Will you allow Him to do the unexpected in your life? Will you climb a tree to see him? Will you call out to him? Will you sell all to follow him? What will you do right now to be a true follower of Jesus?  {PRAY}
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 20-21.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 18:14(NIV) 14 “I tell you that this tax collector, rather than the pharisee, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Luke 18:15-17(NIV) 15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
Luke 18:18, 20-22 &(NIV) 18 A rich man asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 20 Jesus said… You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
Luke 19:2-4(NIV) 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
Vision – This is Jesus according to Luke. Who is Jesus according to you? Read Luke chapters 20-21.

